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Frequently Asked 
Questions 

How do I know if I can widen my      
driveway? 
The total site coverage of your       
property will affect the size of        
driveway you are allowed.  The        
Development Officer will help you    
determine your property’s site        
coverage.  
 
What do I do if I have a driveway that 
is wider than the standard set by the 
Land Use Bylaw? 
Meet with the Development Officer to 
see how much wider your driveway is 
from the standard. In certain                
circumstances you may be able to    
apply for an administrative variance or       
variance.  The Development Officer 
will be able to help you through this 
process if necessary. 
 
I just bought a house.  How long do 
I have until the driveway has to be 
hard surfaced? 
You have two years from the date of 
original occupancy to hard surface your      
driveway. 
 
There is a light pole next to my   
driveway.  How do I have it moved? 
Your driveway must be 1.85 metres 
from a utility pedestal or light post.  If 
you require the post to be removed, 
you must contact the utility company 
to   relocate it.  You will be responsible 
for paying for the relocation of the 
light post. 
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ALBERTA 1 CALLALBERTA 1 CALLALBERTA 1 CALL   
Call before you dig 

1-800-242-3447 
 
Alberta 1 Call will assist you in locating 

electric, water, oil-gas, sewer and   
communication lines. 



Regulation of Residential 
Driveway Widths 

The Town of Whitecourt Land Use Bylaw 
regulates residential driveway widths 
for a number of reasons. Limiting    
driveway widths: 
- allows for effective snow removal; 
- ensures that there are adequate      

areas for snow storage throughout        
residential neighbourhoods; 

- increases pedestrian safety (snow 
piled high due to large driveways can 
restrict the visibility of pedestrians); 

- ensures that adequate on-street   
parking is available; and 

- helps maintain a standard and        
appealing neighbourhood aesthetic. 

Driveway Development 
Standards & Regulations 

In Residential Districts, property    
owners are permitted to have a     
driveway width up to 6.0 metres wide 
from the front property line to the 
roadway.  You are allowed a driveway 
width of up to 7.25 metres if you have 
an uninterrupted distance of 7.0      
metres along your property frontage. 
No part of any driveway shall be closer 
than 7 metres from the intersection of 
a lane with a roadway. 
 
In Commercial & Industrial Districts, 
the driveway width can be up to 9.0 
metres at the front property line and 
up to 13 metres at the curb line. 
 
No driveway shall be any closer than 20 
metres to a curb line. 

Items To Consider When 
Developing A Driveway  

Surface materials: 
Asphalt, concrete, interlocking bricks 
and hollow core pavers can be used 
when constructing a driveway. 
 
Inspections: 
If the Planning and Development       
Department has been given adequate 
notice, staff can schedule a site visit to 
provide you with feedback and        
suggestions on your project. 
 
Permits: 
Permits are not generally issued for 
driveways. 

When in doubt, the Planning 
and Development Department  

is here to help! 

You are encouraged to sketch out the 
proposed development and meet with 
the Development Officer to discuss       
your options prior to developing to    
ensure that what is proposed is best 
suited to your property.  The       
Development Officer will also ensure 
that site coverage is not exceeded. 

Driveway Development 
Standards & Regulations 


