BYLAW N0.1245
OF THE TOWN OF WHITECOURT
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA
SNOW REMOVAL BYLAW
WHEREAS, Council deems it expedient and proper to regulate and control the removal of snow,
ice, dirt or other foreign matter from the sidewalks and streets in the Town Of Whitecourt.
NOW THEREFORE, under the authority and subject to the provisions of the Municipal
Government Act, being Chapter M-26.1, of the Statutes of Alberta, 1994, and amendments thereto, the Municipal
Council of the Town of Whitecourt, in the Province of Alberta·, duly assembled, enacts as follows:
INTERPRETATION

In this Bylaw:
1.

Highway means any thoroughfare, street, road, trail, avenue, parkway, viaduct lane, alley,
square, bridge, causeway, trestleway or other place, whether publicly or privately owned, any part
of which the public is ordinarily entitled or permitted to use for the passage or parking of vehicles;
and

i.

but
ii.

II

includes:
a.
a sidewalk (including the boulevard portion of the sidewalk);
b.
if a ditch lies adjacent to or parallel with the roadway, the ditch; and
c.
if a highway right-of-way is contained between fences or between a fence and
one side of the roadway, all the land between the fences, or all the land between
the fence and the edge of the roadway, as the case may be;
does not include a place declared by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council not to be a
highway;

2.

Council means the Municipal Council of the Town of Whitecourt;

3.

Natural occurrence means a force of nature, including, but not limited to, wind, rain, or heat
resulting in the melting of snow;

4.

Sidewalk means that part of a highway especially adapted to the use of or ordinarily used by
pedestrians, and includes that part of a highway between the curb line (or the edge of the roadway
where there is no curb line) and the adjacent property line, whether paved or improved;

5.

Town means the Town of Whitecourt.

6.

Town Boulevard means that portion of a highway between the private property line and the
highway, not including the sidewalk;

APPLICATION OF BYLAW
1.

All persons owning or occupying premises within the Town shall remove and clear away all snow,
ice, dirt and other obstructions from the sidewalk situated on land adjacent to the property owned
or occupied by them.

2.

All persons owning or occupying land, designated as C-1 within the current Land Use Bylaw,
which is adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the
sidewalk within 24 hours of the end of a snow or rainfall.

3.

All persons owning or occupying land, not designated as C-1 within the current Land Use Bylaw,
which is adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the
sidewalk within 48 hours of the end of a snow or rainfall.

4.

If the Town, in the course of its snow and ice control activities, places snow or ice on a sidewalk,
the owner or occupier of the adjacent parcel of land is exempt from paragraphs 11(1 ), (2) and (3)
above until such time as the snow and ice are removed by the Town or natural occurrence.

5.

No employee of the Town shall be liable for contravention of this bylaw while acting in the
performance of his or her duties.

6.

Other than as provided in paragraphs 11(7) and (8) herein, no person shall place snow or ice on
public property, including roads, sidewalks, lanes, buffers, utility lots, boulevards, or parks.

7.

Notwithstanding any provisions in this bylaw, snow and ice removed from a sidewalk may be
placed on the Town Boulevard adjacent to the sidewalk from which it is removed.

8.

Notwithstanding any provisions in this bylaw, within the C-1 Land Use District, as shown in the
current Land Use Bylaw, snow and ice from a sidewalk may be placed on the adjacent highway
provided it is placed on the highway within 1.0m of the edge of the highway, and within 24 hours of
the end of a snowfall.
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9.

If a sidewalk is not cleared, as required by the provisions of this bylaw, the Town may deliver
written notice to the property or to the registered address of the property owner to clear the
sidewalk, and may, 24 hours after notice is delivered, remove any or all snow, ice, or debris
required to be removed by this bylaw, and charge the expenses, as well as a $20 administration
fee, to the owner or occupant. In the event of non-payment of the expenses and fees, such
expenses and fees may be charged against the property as a special assessment to be recovered
in a like manner as with other taxes.

10.

No person shall damage any Highway of the Town by striking, picking, cutting the same, whether
such person is engaged in removing snow, ice, dirt, or other forms of material from the highway or
not.

11 .

The imposition of a fine by reason of a conviction under this Bylaw shall not relieve the guilty
person from any liability to pay to the Town the expenses arising from any damage caused by any
person to a highway, nor shall it relieve the guilty person from paying any expenses incurred
pursuant to paragraph 11(9) herein.

VIOLATION TAG

1.

A Bylaw Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Violation Tag to any
person who the Bylaw Enforcement Officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe has
contravened any provision of this Bylaw.

2.

A Violation Tag may be issued to such person:
i.
ii.

3.

The Violation Tag shall be in a form approved by the Town or the responsible Town Officer and
shall state:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

v.

vi.

IV

V

either personally; or
by mailing a copy to such person at his or her last known post office address.

the name of the person;
the offence;
the appropriate penalty for the offence being $35.00;
that the penalty shall be paid within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the Violation Tag;
if payment is not made within 30 days from the date of issue an additional $10 penalty will
be due and payable;
and any other information as may be required by the Town.

4.

Where contravention of this Bylaw is of a continuing nature, further Violation Tags may be issued
by a Bylaw Enforcement Officer, provided that no more than one Violation Tag shall be issued for
each day that the contravention continues.

5.

Where a Violation Tag is issued pursuant to this Bylaw, the person to whom the Violation Tag is
issued may, in lieu of being prosecuted for the offence, pay to the Town the penalty specified in
the Violation Tag.

6.

Nothing In this Bylaw shall prevent a Town Bylaw Enforcement Officer from immediately issuing a
Violation Ticket for the mandatory Court appearance of any person who contravenes any
provision of this Bylaw.

ENFORCEMENT
1.

If the penalty specified in a Violation Tag is not paid within the prescribed time period, then the
Town Bylaw Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Violation ticket
pursuant to Part II of the Provincial Offences Procedures Act.

2.

No person, upon conviction of an offence pursuant to this Bylaw, is liable to imprisonment.

GENERAL
1.

Should any provision of this Bylaw be invalid, then such invalid provision shall be severed and the
remaining Bylaw shall be maintained.

2.

This bylaw takes effect on the date of final reading.

READ a first time this 8th day of February, 1999.
READ a second time 8th day of February, 1999.
READ a third ~
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I ti e and finally passed this 13th day of September, 1999.
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BYLAW NO. 1245-1
OF THE TOWN OF WHITECOURT
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA
TO AMEND SNOW REMOVAL BYLAW NO. 1245
WHEREAS Council deems it expedient and proper to make certain amendments to the Snow Removal
Bylaw No. 1245;
NOW THEREFORE under the authority of the Municipal Government Act, being Chapter M-26 of the
Revised Statutes of Alberta, 2000, and amendments thereto, the Municipal Council of the Town of Whitecourt, in
the Province of Alberta, duly assembled enacts as follows:

1.

That Section II, Clause 2 be amended by deleting the existing clause:
"All persons owning or occupying land, designated as C-1 within the current Land Use Bylaw, which is
adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the sidewalk within 24
hours of the end of a snow or rainfall."
AND replacing it with the following:
"All persons owning or occupying land, designated as C-1 and C-5 within the current Land Use Bylaw,
which is adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the sidewalk
within 24 hours of the end of a snow or rainfall."

2.

That Section II, Clause 3 be amended by deleting the existing clause:
"All persons owning or occupying land, not designated as C-1 within the current Land Use Bylaw, which is
adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the sidewalk within 48
hours of the end of a snow or rainfall."
AND replacing it with the following:
"All persons owning or occupying land, not designated as C-1 and C-5 within the current Land Use Bylaw,
which is adjacent to a sidewalk, shall remove and clear away all snow, ice, and debris from the sidewalk
within 48 hours of the end of a snow or rainfall."

3.

That Section II, Clause 8 be amended by deleting the existing clause:
"Notwithstanding any provisions in this bylaw, within the C-1 Land Use District, as shown in the current
Land Use Bylaw, snow and ice from a sidewalk may be placed on the adjacent highway provided it is placed
on the highway within 1.0m of the edge of the highway, and within 24 hours of the end of a snowfall."
AND replacing it with the following:
"Notwithstanding any provisions in this bylaw, within the C-1 and C-5 Land Use District, as shown in the
current Land Use Bylaw, snow and ice from a sidewalk may be placed on the adjacent highway provided it
is placed on the highway within 1.0m of the edge of the highway, and within 24 hours of the end of a
snowfall."

4.

That Section II, Clause 9 be amended by deleting the existing clause:
"If a sidewalk is not cleared , as required by the provisions of this bylaw, the Town may deliver written notice
to the property or to the registered address of the property owner to clear the sidewalk, and may, 24 hours
after notice is delivered, remove any or all snow, ice, debris required to be removed by this bylaw, and
charge the expenses, as well as a $20 administration fee to the owner or occupant. In the event of nonpayment of the expenses and fees, such expenses and fees may be charged against the property as a
special assessment to be recovered in a like manner as with other taxes."
AND replacing it with the following:

)

"If a sidewalk is not cleared, as required by the provisions of this bylaw, the Town may deliver written notice
to the property or to the registered address of the property owner to clear the sidewalk. Where a notice has
been issued for action, an inspection shall be made not more than 24 hours after the specified action time.
If the required action has not been taken, a violation tag may be issued. If two notices of action have been
issued for any one property over one winter season, violation tags may be issued without further notices of
action, and /or notice of contract clearing to take place. If action is not undertaken as required by the bylaw,
Town or contract forces will be directed to perform work with all costs charged to the property. The costs
charged to the owner or occupant will include all charges incurred to remove any or all snow, ice, debris,
as well as a $20 administration fee. In the event of non-payment of the expenses and fees, such expenses
and fees may be charged against the property as a special assessment to be recovered in a like manner
as with other taxes.M

5.

That this bylaw take effect on date of final passing thereof.

READ a first time this

83 day of

READ a second time this

d?3

READ a third and final time this

~2019.

day of~\,.;{2019.

d 3,

day of ~tllb:<. 2019.

)

Signed by the Mayor and CAO this

)

3l

day of

~'t:::e.y' , 2019.

