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A deck is higher than 0.6 metres above 
design grade.  A patio is less than 0.6 metres 
from design grade.
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Only if it is hard surfaced or covered.  Open 
decks that have planking with spaces
between that drain to a permeable surface 
are not included in site coverage.
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If the deck is higher than 0.6 metres from 
design grade to the fl oor of the deck, or if the 
deck’s area is greater than 15 square 
metres, Development and Building permits 
are required.
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Contact an Accredited Safety Codes Offi  cer to 
determine if guardrails are necessary.
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Development and construction in Whitecourt is regulated by 
the Land Use Bylaw.

• You require a Development and Building Permit if your          
proposed patio or deck is higher than 0.6 metres above 
design grade or greater than 15 square metres.

• All covered decks require permits.

• Patios and hard surfaced or covered decks are both                
included when calculating site coverage.

For more information on Development and Building Permits, 
read the information sheet entitled “Applying for Permits” 
which is available at the Town Offi  ce or online at 
www.whitecourt.ca.
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Site coverage is calculated by adding all buildings, hard sufac-
ing, and dividing that into total lot area.  Maximum site cover-
age for most residential lots is 40%.  The Development Offi  cer 
can help you determine your property’s site coverage.
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BUILDING A
DECK OR PATIO

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
KEEPING YOU INFORMED. ��������	��������
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A plot plan will be required to be submitted with your 
permit application (if required).  See the sample to the 
left for what it should include.  
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Contact the Planning and Development Department to 
see if you can have an attached front deck.
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Attached decks must be a minimum of 1.5 metres from 
any side property line, and 7.6 metres from any rear 
property line.  At least 2.0 metres must be left between 
an attached deck and any accessory structure.

Each lot is unique and a Development Offi  cer would 
be happy to let you know what requirements apply to 
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A utility right of way is a registered easement on private land that 
allows the Town and utility companies the right to access the 
buried utilities or services that connect to your property.  
Permanent structures can not be built within a utility right of way.
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