
Town of Whitecourt 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Monday, May 12, 2025 at 4:00pm 

Forest Interpretive Centre Council Chambers 

Present: Mayor Pickard; Deputy Mayor Lapointe; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, McAree, and Schlosser; CAO 
Smyl; Recording Secretary Grimstad-Davidson. 

  
  
1.  Call to Order and Mayor’s Address:   

2.  Adoption of Agenda: 

3.  Minutes from the April 28, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council: 

4.  Public Input Session: 

5.  Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta – Project Support for Regional Community FireSmart 
Coordinator: 

6.  Pride Celebration and BBQ: 

7.  2025 Seniors’ Week Activities: 

8.  2025 Party In The Park: 

9.  Alberta Municipalities Summer 2025 Municipal Leaders’ Caucus: 

10.  Rural Bus Service Request: 

11.  May 2025 Policies and Priorities Committee: 

12.  Martin Long MLA Golf Tournament: 
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13.  Transfer Station Plastic Bale Twine Collection: 

14.  Street Closure Request – Bubble Run: 

15.  Councillor Reports: 

16.  Items of Information: 

17.  Council Committee Appointments (Closed Meeting): 
(Section 17 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act) 
 
 
 

18.  Library Building (Closed Meeting): 
(Section 16 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act) 
 
 
 

19.  Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (Closed Meeting): 
(Section 25 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act) 
 
 
 

20.  Adjournment: 
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Present:  Mayor Pickard, Deputy Mayor Lapointe; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, 

McAree, and Schlosser; Chief Administrative Officer Smyl; and Recording Secretary 

Gallant. 

   

Call to Order & 

Mayor’s Address: 

 The Meeting was called to order at 4:00pm; Mayor Pickard presiding.  

   

Adoption of 

Agenda: 

 25-145     Moved by Councillor McAree 

 

That the Agenda be adopted as presented. 

  - CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Minutes from the 

April 14, 2025 

Regular Meeting: 

 25-146      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

  

That the Minutes from the April 14, 2025 Regular Meeting be adopted as amended 

by adding the following sentence to Councillor Chauvet’s Councillor Report 

“Councillor Chauvet noted that the Weigh Scale and Scale House Projects at the 

Regional Landfill would break ground by July 31, 2025.” 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Public Input 

Session: 

 There was no one present wishing to make a presentation. 

   

2024 Financial 

Statements: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that an amended copy of the financial 

statements was provided with updated budget figures.  He introduced the Director of 

Corporate Services; Curtis Friesen, Auditor from Matrix Group; the Town of 

Whitecourt Controller and Assistant Controller to present the 2024 Financial 

Statements.  The Auditor reviewed the Audit Findings and Financial Statements. 

 

25-147      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Council approve the 2024 Financial Statements for the year ended December 

31, 2024 as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

2025 Assessment  The Chief Administrative Officer introduced the Director of Corporate Services, and 

the Town’s Assessor Mike Krim and his colleague Paul Leroux from Tanmar 

Consulting.  Mr. Krim reviewed assessment changes for the 2025 taxation year. 

 

25-148      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

  

That Council accept the 2025 Whitecourt Assessment Report as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Tax Rate Bylaw 

1584: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer introduced the Director of Corporate Services who 

reviewed details of Tax Rate Bylaw 1584. 

 

25-149      Moved by Councillor Schlosser 

  

That Bylaw 1584 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 

of the Town of Whitecourt 
held on Monday, April 28, 2025 at the Forest Interpretive Centre 

DRAFT
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25-150      Moved by Deputy Mayor Lapointe 

  

That Bylaw 1584 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-151      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1584. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-152      Moved by Councillor McAree 

  

That Bylaw 1584 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Town of Whitecourt 

Policy Manual 

Amendments: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that the Policies and Priorities Committee 

reviewed and recommended a number of policy amendments related to the 

Community Safety and Corporate Services Department. 

 

25-153      Moved by Councillor Schlosser 

  

That Council accept the recommendation from the Policies and Priorities 

Committees, and adopt the following policies as presented: 

 Policy 23-017 – Encrypted Radio Communications 

 Policy 13-001 – Financial Signing Authority 

 Policy 13-003 – Purchasing 

 Policy 13-013 – Customer Payment 

 Policy 13-016 – Corporate Credit Card Use 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Fees, Rates and 

Charges Bylaw 

1551-15 

 The Chief Administrative Officer stated that Fees, Rates and Charges Bylaw 1551-

15 was reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Policies and Priorities 

Committee. 

 

25-154      Moved by Councillor McAree 

  

That Bylaw 1551-15 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-155      Moved by Deputy Mayor Lapointe 

  

That Bylaw 1551-15 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-156      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

  

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1551-15. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-157      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

  

That Bylaw 1551-15 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

  

DRAFT
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Procedure Bylaw 

1583: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that Procedure Bylaw 1583 was reviewed and 

recommended for adoption by the Policies and Priorities Committee. 

 

25-158      Moved by Deputy Mayor Lapointe 

  

That Bylaw 1583 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-159      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

  

That Bylaw 1583 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-160      Moved by Councillor Schlosser 

  

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1583. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-161      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

  

That Bylaw 1583 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Whitecourt 

Chamber of 

Commerce Golf 

Tournament: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that the Whitecourt Chamber of Commerce 

was hosting a golf tournament on June 20, 2025 at the Whitecourt Golf & Country 

Club. 

 

25-162      Moved by Councillor Schlosser 

  

That Council Members be authorized to participate in the Chamber of Commerce Golf 

Tournament on Friday, June 20, 2025 at the Whitecourt Golf & Country Club. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Run 4 Fun Road 

Closure Request: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer introduced the Director of Community Services who 

noted that a request was received to temporarily close streets near the Allan & Jean 

Millar Centre to conduct the 2025 Run 4 Fun event on June 7, 2025.  

 

25-163      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Council approve the use and closure of the portion of Sunset Boulevard from 42 

Avenue to the west entrance to the JDA place parking lot on Saturday, June 7, 2025 

from 7:45am to 11:45am; and, that a Council Member be authorized to attend the 

event to deliver an address. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Economic 

Development Week: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that a request was received to proclaim May 

12 to 16, 2025 as Economic Development Week. 

 

25-164      Moved by Councillor McAree 

  

That Council recognize the week of May 12 to 16, 2025 as Economic Development 

Week in Whitecourt, as per Policy 11-008 – Salutes of Special Days/Weeks/Events 

and/or Proclamations. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Councillor Reports:   Councillor Chauvet attended Council and Policies and Priorities Committee 

meetings.  He noted he attended day one of a two-day planning session for Lac Ste. 

Anne Foundation, and that if Council wanted the Foundation to provide a formal 

presentation, a letter would need to be submitted to the Board Chair. 

 

25-165    Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That Council authorize the Mayor to submit a letter to Lac Ste. Anne Foundation 

requesting a formal presentation be made on the Foundation housing study and 

capital plans, and that Woodlands County Council be invited to attend the 

presentation. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Councillor Baker attended a Whitecourt Woodlands Performing Arts Society meeting, 

and the Volunteer Appreciation Lunch. 

 

Councillor McAree attended a Policies and Priorities Committee meeting, and the 

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch. 

 

Councillor Lanctot attended an Economic Development Committee meeting, and the 

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch. 

 

Councillor Schlosser attended meetings for the Whitecourt & District Heritage 

Society, Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Sponsorship/Partnership Committee and 

the Mountain Bike Park Society.  He introduced Alyssa St. Pierre, member of the 

Youth Advisory Committee, who was in attendance. 

 

Deputy Mayor Lapointe attended a Town of Whitecourt Library Board meeting, as 

well as three Community Futures Yellowhead East meetings. 

 

Mayor Pickard noted that he had been asked to participate in an Alberta 

Municipalities webinar for potential candidates in the 2025 municipal elections.  He 

attended an Economic Development Committee meeting; a virtual meeting with 

Alberta Municipalities and the Minister of Municipal Affairs; a breakfast meeting 

with the Minister of Infrastructure; a Community Rail Advocacy Alliance meeting; 

and, the Volunteer Appreciation Lunch. 

 

25-166    Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council accept the Councillor Reports as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Items of 

Information: 

 25-167      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That the following items be accepted as information: 

a) Town Accounts – Cheques 92372 – 92476; 

b) Thank you card from the Golden Triangle Consortia received April 17, 2025 

c) Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. April 15 – Fire Advisory in Effect for Whitecourt; 

ii. April 16 – Whitecourt Town Council Update; 

iii. April 17 – Wildfire East of Hilltop East Industrial Park; 

d) Mayor’s Calendar; and 

e) Council Calendar. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

 

  

The meeting recessed.  Time 5:09pm. 

 

The meeting reconvened.  Time 5:15pm. 

DRAFT

6



Council Minutes April 28, 2025     Page 5 

25-168      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council go into Closed Meeting to discuss Whitecourt Wolverines Agreements 

per Section 16 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act; 

Biosolids Agreement per Section 16 of the FOIP Act; and Mountain Bike Park Access 

Road Lease Agreement per Section 16 of the FOIP Act.  Time 5:16pm. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

25-169      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council revert to Regular Meeting.  Time 5:35pm. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Whitecourt 

Wolverines 

Agreements: 

25-170      Moved by Councillor Schlosser 

That Council defer the Whitecourt Wolverines’ Dressing Room Contribution 

payments for June, July and August for the remainder of the term. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Biosolids 

Agreement: 

25-171      Moved by Councillor Baker 

That Council authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to enter into a License 

Agreement with 2637400 Alberta Ltd., Red Ram Towing Ltd., and Pollock Group Ltd. 

for the purpose of disposing digested biosolids from the Town of Whitecourt’s 

Wastewater  Treatment Plant. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mountain Bike 

Access Road Lease 

Agreement: 

25-172      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to enter into a lease 

agreement with the Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association and 1168509 Alberta Ltd. 

for the Mountain Bike Park access road. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Adjournment: 25-173  Moved by Councillor McAree 

That the Regular Meeting of Council be adjourned. Time:  5:38pm. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

___________________________________ 

    Mayor  

   ___________________________________ 

    Chief Administrative Officer 

DRAFT
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Council Meetings 
Public Input Session: Terms of Reference 

 
 
The purpose of the Public Input Session is to provide a venue that allows community members 
the opportunity to voice opinions and to bring attention to pertinent local issues. Council may ask 
for clarification regarding matters presented by public members, however, this session is not 
intended as a forum for debate. 

1. Members of the public wishing to address Council are asked to complete the sheet available 
at the delegation table with their name, address and topic they will be addressing. 

2. The public member shall begin comments by stating their name. 

3. Public members shall direct comments to the Mayor/Chair. 

4. Each public member shall have two minutes to speak as a maximum; however, the 
Mayor/Chair may reduce time allotments per speaker depending on the number of public 
members wishing to speak at each meeting. 

5. Public members are not permitted to discuss matters that include personnel, legal matters, 
land issues, or other items included in Section 16 to 29 of the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act. Items pertaining to a scheduled Public Hearing or appeal 
will also not be permitted for discussion during the Public Input Session, and will be referred 
to the scheduled hearing or appeal. 

6. Public members cannot discuss matters that are already included as items on the agenda for 
that meeting unless permission is granted by the Mayor/Chair. 

a. The Mayor/Chair will not allow discussion on agenda items that are time sensitive in 
nature, or items that have previously been deferred. 

b. If a public member is permitted to speak on a matter that is an item on that meeting 
agenda, and the presentation provides new information which could result in a 
different course of action, the item will be deferred to a future meeting. 

7. Public Input Session issues shall be either: 
a. accepted as information, 
b. referred to Administration for further information, or 
c. deferred for further discussion. 

We appreciate your comments and Council thanks you for your input. 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 7, 2025   
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Lee Hardman, Director of Community Safety 
Title: FOREST RESOURCE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA – 

PROJECT SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL COMMUNITY FIRESMART 
COORDINATOR 

 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
On April 17, the Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta (FRIAA) published a request for 
expression of interest for Regional Community FireSmart Coordinator roles. Administration is preparing an 
application to submit to FRIAA.  
 
The Regional Community FireSmart Coordinator for the Whitecourt Forest Area will be based in the Town 
of Whitecourt, focusing on engaging with communities including Woodlands County, Fox Creek, Swan Hills, 
and Whitecourt to build local awareness of FireSmart and Wildfire resilience.  
 
FRIAA has requested that Council issue a motion of support for the project. 
 
REFERENCES: 
N/A 
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
This position plays a crucial leadership role in reducing wildfire risk, fostering interagency cooperation, and 
advancing the long-term sustainability of wildfire preparedness efforts in the region. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
The funding requested for the FRIAA grant is $200,000 over two years.  
 
If the grant is approved, the Town would provide office space and a vehicle; and the benefitting communities 
would assist in securing venues for promotions and may provide additional staffing at events as in-kind 
contributions for the project.    
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council support the Town of Whitecourt Regional Community FireSmart Coordinator Forest Resource 
Improvement Association of Alberta project as presented.  
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 7, 2025 
Meeting:  May 13, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by: Jaimee Sutton, Recreation Coordinator 
Title: PRIDE CELEBRATION AND BBQ   
  
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Town of Whitecourt, along with Pembina, Whitecourt & District Public Library, the Whitecourt 
Indigenous Friends Society, and other community partners will be hosting a Pride Celebration and BBQ on 
June 6 between 4:00 – 7:00pm at the Festival Park Pavilion. Councillors, supported by staff and volunteers, 
are asked to be on hand to serve food and be present at the event to show their support.  
 
REFERENCES: 
• Pride Celebration and BBQ Event Poster – attached 

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The goal of this event is to celebrate the LGBT2Q+ community in Whitecourt. Members of the community, 
allies, friends, and family of all ages are invited to this free event.  
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
• Corporate Sponsorship 
• 2025 Budget 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council Members be authorized to participate in the Pride Celebration and BBQ on June 6, 2025. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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Join us at Festival Park for a free BBQ, crafts, and 
activities to celebrate the 2SLGBTQ+ community 
in Whitecourt. Members of the community, allies, 

friends, and family of all ages are invited to this free 
event. Local resources and information will also be 
on hand through various community organizations.

Friday, June 6  •  4:00-7:00pm

Festival Park  •  Free Transit! 

PPRRIIDDEE
EVENTEVENT

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

Free Swim 
Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre
6:00-8:00pm

2
Trail Mix Challenge 

Starts

3
Senior’s Week 
Mobility Class

Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre

4
Senior’s Week  

Table Top Curling

5
Skate Park Pop Up

3:30-5:30pm

6
Seniors Walk 
9:30-10:30am

Pride Celebration 
4:00-7:00pm 

FREE TRANSIT!

7
Tim Hortons 
Community 

Fun Night  
5:30-8:30pm

8
Free Swim 

Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre
6:00-8:00pm

9 10
Outdoor Walk 
Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre
12:15-12:45pm

11 12
Skate Park Pop Up

3:30-5:30pm
Yoga Core-Allan & 
Jean Millar Centre 

7:00-7:45pm  
FREE TRANSIT

13 14

15
Free Swim 

Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre
6:00-8:00pm

16 17 18
Free Park Party

5:30-7:30pm

19
Skate Park Pop Up

3:30-5:30pm

20 21
Pedal Bike Rally

Festival Park 12:30pm
National Indigenous 
Peoples Day-Allan & 

Jean Millar Centre
22 23

Outdoor Walk 
Allan & Jean Millar 

Centre
10:00-10:30am

24 25
Outdoor Pickleball 

Play and Learn
2:00-3:00pm

26 27 28

29 30
Contact information or to add a free activity: 

  Call Jaimee Sutton at 780-778-3637 Ext. 421

The National 
PartipACTION
Challenge kicks off 
on June 1! 
The whole community is
invited to take part in this 
challenge and help us reach 
the goal of being the most
active community in Canada! 
On top of this honour, we have
the chance to win $100,000
toward physical activity 
initiatives in our town. 

Join the Free events 
happening in the calendar
below or register yourself
or your organization and 
log all your physical activity
minutes for the month!

Help our community 

win $100,000  
this month!

June 1-30

June 2025 |  Free Movement Calendar of Events

Recreation Programs  •  15
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:    April 29, 2025   
Meeting:   May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council   
Originated by:  Fay Arcand, Family and Community Support Services Program Coordinator  
Title:  2025 SENIORS’ WEEK ACTIVITIES   
  
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Seniors’ Week has been recognized since 1986 to celebrate and acknowledge the contributions seniors 
make to enhance the quality of life in Alberta. The Town has many activities planned this year to celebrate 
and say thank you to seniors from the Whitecourt and Woodlands County areas.   
 
This year’s activities include a kick-off Lunch, Flower Arranging, an Intergenerational Lego Cart Race, a 
nature walk taking place at Carson Pegasus Provincial Park, a Resource Trade Fair, a Tabletop Curling 
Tournament, Functional Fitness 4 Life, a Pancake Breakfast (donated by Rotary Club of Whitecourt) and 
Dinner and Entertainment from BJ Smith, the Cowboy Poet.   
 
REFERENCES: 

• Seniors’ Week Poster – attached  
• Policy 11-008 – Salutes of Special Days/Weeks/Events and/or Proclamations 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Alberta seniors have made important contributions to our community and our province and Seniors’ Week 
is a time to recognize and show appreciation for their contributions.  
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 
COMMENTS: 
All activities are no cost except for the kick-off Lunch, Flower Arranging, and the Dinner and Entertainment.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 

1. Recognize June 2 – 7, 2025 as Seniors’ Week, per Policy 11-008 – Salutes of Special Days/Weeks/ 
Events and/or Proclamations; and,  

2. Authorize Members to attend the kick-off Lunch on June 2, 2025; and the Dinner and Entertainment 
evening on June 7, 2025.  

 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   April 25, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Andrew Malmquist, Arts & Culture Coordinator  
Title: 2025 PARTY IN THE PARK  
  
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The 2025 Party In The Park event scheduled for June 13 and 14 is in its final planning stages.  The country 
music performances will take place from 5:00pm to approximately 10:30pm Friday, June 13 and the 
rock/pop music performances will be on Saturday, June 14, with the event running from 2:00pm to 
approximately 10:30pm. 
 
Administration has confirmed the following artists for the event:   

• Friday headliner:  Aaron Pritchett;  
• Friday Support:  Travis Dolter; 
• Saturday headliner:  Wide Mouth Mason; and 
• Saturday Support:  The Honest Heart Collective and Jack Garton.   

 
Other entertainment includes: 

• Métis Country; 
• Blues at 11; 
• Analog Smokeshow; 
• Sweet Disasters;   
• Tweeners: Nicolas Melnychuk; Zander Ness; Addison Watson; Finley Melnychuk; and  
• More to be confirmed. 

 
Food vendors have been booked to provide an element of cultural diversity at the event, as well as provide 
attendees with traditional carnival favorites. The Performing Arts Society is planning to host a beer garden 
from 5:00pm to 10:30pm on Friday and 5:00pm to 10:30pm on Saturday.  
 
The Kids Fest headliner will take the main stage at 2:05pm on Saturday. 
 
Inflatables and a laser tag course have been booked for June 13 from 5:00pm to 9:00pm and June 14 from 
2:00pm to 8:00pm. We are currently looking for volunteers for Friday and Saturday.  Additional children’s 
activities are being confirmed.  
 
A sponsor appreciation dinner will be hosted on Wednesday, June 4 from 5:45pm to 9:00pm at the Eagle 
River Casino.   
 
REFERENCES: 

• Event Poster – attached 
• Sponsor Appreciation Dinner Invitation 

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
This free family event offers an opportunity for residents and visitors to enjoy great activities, entertainment, 
and a fun overall experience in Festival Park.  It is also an Economic and Tourism driver for our community. 
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COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
This event is funded through the 2025 Budget, community sponsorships, and the Building Communities 
Through Arts & Heritage Government of Canada grant.  To date, $53,000 in monetary sponsorship has 
been confirmed along with significant in-kind donations. 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
 
1. Authorize Members to attend the Party In The Park Sponsor Appreciation Dinner on Wednesday, June 

4, 2025; and 
 
2. Authorize Members to attend the Party In The Park events scheduled for June 13 and 14, 2025. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title: ALBERTA MUNICIPALITIES SUMMER 2025 MUNICIPAL LEADERS’ 

CAUCUS 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Summer 2025 Municipal Leaders’ Caucus, hosted by Alberta Municipalities, is scheduled for five 
different locations throughout Alberta, beginning June 11, with the final session on June 26.  The 
Summer Caucus will focus on and allow for discussion on current topics facing municipalities.   
 
REFERENCES: 

• https://www.abmunis.ca/events/2025-summer-municipal-leaders-caucus 
• Draft Agenda – attached  

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The event is open to elected officials and senior administration from all Alberta municipalities and 
provides an opportunity to discuss key issues affecting communities. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
  
COMMENTS: 

N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council authorize the Mayor to attend the Summer 2025 Municipal Leaders’ Caucus.  
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Peter Smyl, Chief Administrative Officer 
Title: RURAL BUS SERVICE REQUEST 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
A letter was received from the City of Cold Lake requesting that Whitecourt join a working group to jointly 
request that the Government of Alberta consider a program to support rural bus lines to serve northern 
communities. 
 
REFERENCES: 
• Letter dated May 2, 2025 from the City of Cold Lake Re: Request 
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Currently Whitecourt is served by three private bus companies: Ebus Canada, Rider Express, and Cold 
Shot.   

• Services are available multiple times a week to and from Edmonton, and other destinations are 
also offered, including Grande Prairie, Calgary, Red Deer, etc. 

• Prices to/from Edmonton can range from $40 - $75, depending on the operator and time of travel. 
 
A recent survey was conducted in the community, and one of the questions posed was if there were any 
services/businesses that were missing in our community.  Transportation was not mentioned as a challenge 
in the responses received. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
COMMENTS: 
In January 2024, Council received a letter from Cold Shot requesting financial support to continue to provide 
rural bus service.  The private company was requesting municipalities throughout the region to provide a 
daily fixed cost to supplement operating costs.  As this service was outside the mandate of municipal 
government, Council accepted the letter as information. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Rural Bus Program Request as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 

Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Peter Smyl, Chief Administrative Officer 
Title: MAY 2025 POLICIES AND PRIORITIES COMMITTEE 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Policies and Priorities Committee has a meeting scheduled for May 20, 2025.  Administration is 
proposing that the May meeting be cancelled as there are minimal proposed items, which can be deferred 
to the June meeting. 
 
REFERENCES: 
Bylaw 1570 – Council Committees  
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
N/A 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council cancel the regularly scheduled meeting of the Policies and Priorities Committee scheduled for 
May 20, 2025. 
 
APPROVAL: 

Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 7, 2025  
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title: MARTIN LONG MLA GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
MLA Martin Long will be hosting his 6th Annual MLA Golf Tournament on Friday, August 15, at the 
Whitecourt Golf & Country Club. 
 
REFERENCES: 

• Email Invitation from MLA Long – attached  
• Policy 11-006 – Honorariums and Council Per Diem Compensation, Benefits, and Allowances 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
This event provides an opportunity for Council Members to network with local businesses and provincial 
MLAs and Ministers in an informal setting. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 
COMMENTS: 
Legislation does not allow municipalities to pay registration fees for Council Members to attend political 
events; however, as the event provides a valuable opportunity to meet with provincial government members 
to discuss current issues, Council Members can claim a per diem if they attend.  Council Members would 
be responsible for all registration fees for the event. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council Members be authorized to claim a per diem should they choose to participate in the Martin 
Long MLA Golf Tournament on August 15, 2025. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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Wendy Davidson

From: Wendy Davidson
Sent: May 7, 2025 10:49 AM
To: Wendy Davidson
Subject: FW: Let’s Tee It Up Again! 🏌♀ 6th Annual Martin Long Golf Tournament

From: westyellowhead [mailto:westyellowheaducp@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 8:55 PM 
To: Peter Smyl <petersmyl@whitecourt.ca> 
Subject: Let’s Tee It Up Again! 🏌♀ 6th Annual Martin Long Golf Tournament 
 

  

 

 

  

 

Hello Peter 

The West Yellowhead UCP Constituency Association is excited to welcome you back to the 6th Annual Martin Long 
Golf Tournament — happening in beautiful Whitecourt, Alberta! 
 
You should know this isn’t just another typical golf tournament — it’s a day filled with great swings, better laughs, 
and the best company of people you can ever meet. This event has become a highlight of our calendar, and we can’t 
wait to do it all again with you. 
 
Whether you’re returning to defend your title, redeem last year’s slice, or joining us for the first time, you’re part of 
what makes this tournament so special to be involved with 
 
What’s included? 
 
✔ A round of golf 
✔ Golf cart (no hoofing it necessary) 
✔ Tasty meals 
✔ Fantastic conservative camaraderie 
 

👉 Click any image to Register or the button :)               

Early registration helps us make sure we’ve got enough carts, meals, and good times ready for everyone. 
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Thanks again for being part of this tradition — we can’t wait to see you on the green! 

 Registration Button  

  

 

 

  

 

West Yellowhead UCP Constituency Associations All rights reserved. 
Manage Subscription and Unsubscribe 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by: Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title: TRANSFER STATION PLASTIC BALE TWINE COLLECTION   
  
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Woodlands County has requested that the recycling program at the Whitecourt Transfer Station be 
expanded to include plastic bale twine collection. Although the Transfer Station is located within Town limits, 
the Transfer Station is administered through the Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority. 
 
REFERENCES: 

• Letter from Woodlands County dated April 28, 2025 – attached 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
N/A 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the request from Woodlands County for the addition of plastic bale twine collection at the Whitecourt 
Transfer Station be referred to the Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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Municipal Office 
PO Box 60, 1 Woodlands Lane 
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3 
Telephone: 780-778-8400 
woodlands.ab.ca   

 

Regional Municipal Office 
PO Box 33 

Fort Assiniboine, AB T0G 1A0 
Telephone: 780-584-3866 

 

 
28 April 2025 
 

Town of Whitecourt Council 
5004 52 Avenue, Box 509 
Whitecourt AB T7S 1N6 
 

RE: TRANSFER SITE PLASTIC BALE TWINE COLLECTION  
 

Dear Town Council, 
 

I am writing on behalf of the Woodlands County Council to propose an addition to the recycling program 
at the Town of Whitecourt Transfer Station. Based on a recommendation from the Woodlands County 
Agriculture Services Board, we believe that the incorporation of plastic bale twine collection into your 
existing recycling efforts would greatly benefit the agricultural community. 
 
Plastic bale twine, which is commonly used in the agricultural industry, presents notable challenges when 
disposed of improperly. The introduction of a collection initiative would help to ensure that this material 
is recycled effectively, thus reducing environmental impact and supporting local farmers in responsible 
waste management. 
 
Woodlands County has previously established a pesticide container collection system through Cleanfarms 
with locations at the Whitecourt Regional Landfill and the Fort Assiniboine Regional Municipal office.  We 
plan to further enhance this program by implementing plastic bale twine collection at transfer stations 
situated throughout the County to further meet the needs of our agricultural community. 
 
Enclosed you will find details about the twine collection through Cleanfarms and the benefits to having 
your transfer station becoming a collection point.   
 
In closing, I respectfully urge the Town Council to consider the addition of a plastic bale twine collection 
program at the transfer station. It would be a proactive step towards promoting sustainability, protecting 
our environment, and supporting our local agricultural community.  
 
Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact our Manager of Agriculture Services at 
780-584-3866 or via email at agservices@woodlands.ab.ca. 
 
Thank you for considering this valuable initiative. 
 
Regards,  

 
 
Dave Kusch, Reeve 
Woodlands County 
 
encl. 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 

 
Date:   May 7, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title: STREET CLOSURE REQUEST – ANYTIME FITNESS 5KM BUBBLE 

RUN  
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Anytime Fitness is planning a 5km Bubble Run on July 19, as a fundraiser for the Whitecourt Food 
Bank.  The run would start and end at Festival Park and would utilize the trail system, a portion of 
47 Street (the unpaved portion north of Flats Road) and the north side of Flats Road west of 47 
Street.  There will be five inflatables along the course, indicated by the “Xs” on the attached map.  
Closure of the two streets would be from 9:00am to 3:00pm on July 19. 
 
The Community Services Department has been working with the applicant for the use of the trails 
in Festival Park.   
 
REFERENCES: 
• Map – attached 
• Policy 31-005 – Parades/Processions/Demonstrations/Events  
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
This would be the second year for the Bubble Run in Whitecourt, having experienced great success 
in 2024.  In conjunction with the run, organizers are planning a barbecue, with participation from 
the food vendor at Festival Park. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
  
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve the request from Anytime Fitness for the closure of: 

• The west side of 47 Street, from Flats Road north to the parking lot; and 
• The north side Flats Road, from 47 Street to the intersection with the Trail System;  

from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Saturday, July 19, 2025;  
 
subject to maintaining emergency vehicle and fire hydrant access at all times; and subject to the 
conditions of Policy 31-005 – Parades/Processions/Demonstrations/Events. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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BUBBLE RUN ROUTE 

July 19, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

29



   

 
 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
 

Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
 

Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 

Title:   COUNCILLOR REPORTS   
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Council Members report to co-Members regarding issues and decisions made on the various Boards and 
Committees on which they serve.  
 

Councillor Name Committee 
Tara Baker Canfor Public Advisory Committee 

Communities in Bloom 
Community Services Advisory Board (Alternate) 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt FireSmart Working Group 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Regional Forest Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Performing Arts Society 

Paul Chauvet Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee  
Capital Region Assessment Services Commission 
Golden Triangle Trail Partnership Committee 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Braden Lanctot Canfor Public Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Winter Recreation Park Society 

Serena Lapointe Joint Liaison Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Library Board 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Community Futures Yellowhead East 
Yellowhead Regional Library 
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Bill McAree Council Compensation Committee 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission (Alternate) 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority (Alt.) 
Youth Advisory Committee (Alternate) 

Tom Pickard Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Protective Services Committee 
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Chamber of Commerce Liaison/Board of Directors 
Northern Alberta Elected Officials Caucus 
Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Caucus 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Business Support Network 
Whitecourt & District Health Partnership Team 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Derek Schlosser Community Services Advisory Board 
Health Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Heritage Society 

 
 
REFERENCES: 
• Protective Services Committee – December 16, 2024 & February 12, 2025 
• Lac Ste. Anne Foundation – February 25 & March 14, 2025 
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Council Members keep other Members up to date on all aspects of Town business and dealings. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Councillor Reports item as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
Date:   May 8, 2025 
Meeting:  May 12, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title:   ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 

PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 

The following items are included in the May 12, 2025 Council package as information items: 
a. Town Accounts – Cheques 92477 – 92666 (Council Members to contact the Director of 

Corporate Services prior to Regular Meeting with any questions regarding Town accounts); 
b. May 1, 2025 Letter to MP Arnold Vierson re Congratulations on Recent Re-Election; 
c. West Fraser 2025 Woodlands Open House; 
d. Community Futures Yellowhead East April 22 Press Release – Grant Award for Investment 

Attraction Marketing; 
e. Pet Valu Media Release re Walk for Guide Dogs May 25, 2025; 
f. Thank You from Whitecourt Trailblazers; 
g. Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. April 29 – Town Council Update – April 28; 
ii. May 1 – Fire Restriction in Effect for Whitecourt; 
iii. May 8 – Fire Ban Issued for the Town of Whitecourt; 

h. Woodlands County 2025 Press Releases: 
i. April 25 – County Council Update – April 23; 

i. Mayor’s Calendar; and 
j. Council Calendar. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Items of Information as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
Department Director:     CAO:      
            
       
 

 

40



41



42



43



44



45



 

PRESS RELEASE 
APRIL 22, 2025 

 
Community Futures Yellowhead East Awarded Grant - Investment Attraction Marketing 
Strategy 

March 19, 2025 – WHITECOURT, ALBERTA – Community Futures Yellowhead East (CFYE) is 
pleased to announce it has received grant funding through the Government of Alberta’s Northern and 
Regional Economic Development (NRED) program. The funding will support the development and 
implementation of a regional, Investment Attraction Marketing Strategy – Yellowhead East, a three-
year initiative launching in May 2025. 

This project is a key component of the CFYE Regional Stakeholder Investment Committee, designed 
to enhance economic development and investment readiness for communities and small businesses 
across the Yellowhead East region. 
 

Project Highlights 

• Project Term: March 31, 2025 – March 31, 2028 

• Focus Areas: Investment attraction readiness, marketing strategy, business engagement, 
capacity building, regional collaboration 
 

Key Objectives 

• Hire a Regional Investment Attraction Marketing Strategist (RIAMS) 

• Establish a stakeholder driven, Regional Investment Attraction Marketing Committee 

• Assess community and small business investment readiness 

• Support communities, small businesses, and non-profits with tools and resources to improve 
sustainability and attract private investment 

• Offer coaching, training, networking, and professional development opportunities across the 
region 

• Develop & Implement an Investment Attraction Marketing Strategy for the Yellowhead East 
Region.  
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Nick Gelych, Board Chair of CFYE, along with the board of directors, CFYE Stakeholder Investment 
Committee, and regional partners, collectively endorsed the NRED grant application, recognizing the 
value of this regional initiative. 

“We sincerely thank the Government of Alberta and the Ministry of Jobs, Economy and Trade for their 
support through the NRED Program,” said Gelych. “This project is a vital step forward in 
strengthening regional collaboration, supporting local businesses, and increasing the Yellowhead 
East Region’s appeal to private investors.” 

By working together, communities within Yellowhead East can amplify their reach and unlock greater 
opportunities for long-term economic growth and regional sustainability. 

About Community Futures Yellowhead East  

Community Futures Yellowhead East is dedicated to supporting local economic development, 
diversification and small business growth in the Yellowhead East region.  

 

Additional Inquiries:  
 
Michelle Jones, Executive Director  
Community Futures Yellowhead East  
Ph: 780-791-0966 
E: mjones@albertacf.com  
 
 
Nick Gelych, Board Chair 
Community Futures Yellowhead East 
E: ngelych@lsac.ca 
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Empowering Brighter Futures and Unlocking Countless Possibilities 
Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides Celebrates 40th Anniversary in Communities Across Canada 

[Whitecourt, Alberta] – This May 25/2025, Whitecourt residents have an opportunity to 

participate in an uplifting and vital event that raises essential funds to help match Canadians 

with medical and physical disabilities with a life-changing Dog Guide. The Pet Valu Walk for Dog 

Guides is celebrating its 40th anniversary of raising awareness and funds for the Lions 

Foundation of Canada Dog Guides (LFCDG) and is being held in more than 200 communities 

across the country. 

“This year’s walk, themed “Brighter Futures. Countless Possibilities,” is a testament to the 

enduring impact Dog Guides have on the independence, confidence, and quality of life of 

Canadians living with a disability,” said Travis Forbes, Manager of Events at Lions Foundation of 

Canada Dog Guides. “We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the local organizers and 

participants who have supported the Walk for Dog Guides over the past 40 years. Their 

dedication and efforts have made a significant impact, helping to provide brighter futures for 

countless Canadians.” 

Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides is the only organization that provides life-changing Dog 

Guides across seven different programs: Autism Assistance; Canine Vision; Diabetes Alert; 

Facility Support; Hearing; Seizure Response and Service. 

“This journey has been nothing short of life-changing,” said Jodie, mom to Alison with Autism 

Assistance Dog Guide Buttons. “Buttons hasn’t just brought safety and calm to Alison’s life, he’s 

brought hope, joy, and a newfound sense of possibility for our family.” For more impact stories 

from Dog Guide recipients: https://www.walkfordogguides.com/how_walk_helps 

Thanks to national sponsor, Pet Valu, and Whitecourt Lions Club all proceeds from this event 

will directly fund Dog Guide programs. This year’s walk fundraising goal is $1.6 million. LFCDG 

relies on the success of the Pet Valu Walks for Dog Guides to continue to provide these 

indispensable companions to Canadians living with a disability.  

The Whitecourt Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guide is taking place this May 25/2025 at Festival Park at 

1:00pm. 

To make an impact today, register or donate to the Whitecourt Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides at 

www.walkfordogguides.com. 
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About the Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides: 

The Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides is a national fundraising walk that is held in more than 200 

communities across Canada. The Walk raises funds for the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog 

Guides for Canadians with visual, hearing, medical or physical disabilities. Each walk is organized 

by local volunteers with support from LFCDG.  

Visit www.walkfordogguides.com to learn more, donate or register to participate.  

About Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides (LFCDG): 

LFCDG is the only accredited Assistance Dogs International (ADI) and International Guide Dog 

Federation (IGDF) organization in the world that provides Dog Guides in seven programs. It costs 

$35,000 to breed, train and match each Dog Guide. To learn more about Dog Guides, please visit 

www.dogguides.com  

For Media: 

Diane Slopek-Weber 

Interim Director of Communications and Marketing 

LFCDG 

diane@dogguides.com 
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25 April 2025 
 
 

 
WOODLANDS COUNTY COUNCIL RECAP – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2025 
 
 
 
Woodlands County Council discussed the following items at their recent meeting of Council: 

 
Pembina Hills School Division Trustees David Truckey, Victoria Kane and Sherry Allen updated 
Council the current priorities and future projects for the school division. The Early Learning Program is 
expected to return to the Fort Assiniboine School ensuring all students in the division have access to 
the same supports at all schools. An issue brought to Council’s attention was the number of fly-bys over 
the years. Fly-bys are vehicles driving past school buses while buses have their stop signs extended 
and lights flashing. Some buses have been equipped with cameras or extended arms; however, fly-bys 
still occur. The division is planning on beginning an awareness campaign to remind drivers to stop while 
the signs are out. 
 
Executive Director Michelle Jones presented Community Futures Yellowhead East’s (CFYE) Annual 
Stakeholder’s Report. The report summarizes the organization's year and strategic priorities. In 2025, 
CFYE will focus on expanding the investment attraction and marketing strategy for the region and 
supporting local small businesses.  
 
Council adopted the 2024 Audited Financial Statements following a presentation by Jeff Alliston CPA, 
CA, a partner with Metrix Group LLP. Mr. Alliston reviewed the 2024 audit findings report which outlined 
areas of concern identified during the audit and a management letter will be sent to Woodlands County 
Administration detailing the issues. 
 
Council approved the budget adjustments for the 2025 Operating Budget and Capital Budget as well 
as the 5-year Operating and Capital Plans. The budget is adjusted prior to setting the tax rate ensuring 
all projects and services are funded for the year. 
 
As part of its ongoing modernization of financial governance, Council adopted two important policies. 
The Financial Reserves Policy (F-5.202) consolidates multiple existing reserve policies with a single, 
comprehensive framework which includes clearly defined reserve accounts. This structured approach 
enhances transparency, supports strategic tax planning and reinforces long-term fiscal 
sustainability.  Council also adopted the Disposal of Surplus Assets and Items Policy (FI.AM-5.002), 
which standardizes procedures for identifying, managing and disposing of surplus municipal assets. 
This update ensures accountability, improves asset value recovery and aligns with best practices in 
municipal administration. Together, these policy adoptions reflect Council’s continued focus on 
transparent, accountable and forward-looking financial management. 
 
Following a review at the Governance and Priorities Committee meeting, Bylaw 624/25 – Council 
Committee Bylaw and Bylaw 625/25 – Procedure Bylaw were adopted. Both were updated for clarity 
and to avoid conflicts with other bylaws and policies. 
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Per the Local Authorities Election Act, Council established 3:00 – 7:00 pm, Thursday, October 16, and 
12:00 pm (noon) – 4:00 pm, Saturday, October 18, as the advanced voting days for the 2025 
Municipal Election. Advanced polls will be held at the Municipal Office in Whitecourt and the Regional 
Office in Fort Assiniboine. 

 
Upcoming scheduled meetings: 

• Regular Council – Wednesday, May 7, 5:00 pm 
• Regular Council - Wednesday, May 21: 9:30 am 
• Regular Council - Wednesday, June 4, 5:00 pm 

 
Meetings are held in-person at the Municipal Office in Whitecourt and streamed on the Woodlands 
County YouTube channel. Agenda packages are available on the Woodlands County CivicWeb Portal.  
 
 

-end- 
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Schools)

4:00pm Council Meeting
(FIC)

7:00pm Community 
Services Advisory 
Board (DS) (AJMC 
Board Room)

1:00pm CFYE (SL)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
1:30pm EDC (TP, BL) 

(Town Office)
2:30pm Ad Hoc Culture 

& Events Centre (TP, 
4:00pm Policies & 

8:30am ICF Committee 
(TP, SL, DS) (TBD)

4:00pm MPC (BL, DS)
7:00pm Spirit of Youth 

(Central School)

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
6:00pm Yubetsu Dinner 4:00pm Council Meeting

(FIC)
1:30pm EDC (TP, BL)
4:00pm YAC (SL, DS)

12:00pm HPARC (DS) 
(Town Office)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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	1. Call to Order and Mayor’s Address
	2. Adoption of Agenda
	3. Minutes from the April 28, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council
	4. Public Input Session
	5. Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta – Project Support for Regional Community FireSmartCoordinator
	6. Pride Celebration and BBQ
	Event Poster

	7. 2025 Seniors’ Week Activities
	Event Poster

	8. 2025 Party In The Park
	Event Poster

	9. Alberta Municipalities Summer 2025 Municipal Leaders’ Caucus
	Draft Agenda

	10. Rural Bus Service Request
	Letter dated May 2, 2025 from the City of Cold Lake

	11. May 2025 Policies and Priorities Committee
	12. Martin Long MLA Golf Tournament
	Email Invitation from MLA Long

	13. Transfer Station Plastic Bale Twine Collection
	Letter from Woodlands County dated April 28, 2025

	14. Street Closure Request – Bubble Run
	Map

	15. Councillor Reports
	Protective Services Committee
	Lac Ste. Anne Foundation
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	b. May 1, 2025 Letter to MP Arnold Vierson
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	i. Mayor’s Calendar
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	17. Council Committee Appointments (Closed Meeting)
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	18. Library Building (Closed Meeting)
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	20. Adjournment



