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CORE FUNCTIONS

Developing and implementing business retention strategies and initiatives.

Establishing and maintaining on-going relationships with local businesses, investors,

developers, and community organizations and stakeholders.

Implementing investment attraction and marketing strategies.

Actively participating in coordination of collaborative events, activities and initiatives

with community organizations.

Supporting tourism development as an economic driver through collaborative

partnerships and Whitecourt Tourism branding.

Creating and implementing an Economic Development and Tourism Strategic Plan to

guide projects and initiatives to support identified priorities.
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PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

RETAIL BUSINESS MARKET ANALYSIS ATTRACTION & RETENTION STRATEGY:  

The Business Market Analysis Attraction & Retention Strategy to support ongoing
marketing and economic development strategies is underway. 
The project will identify/validate trade areas for current consumers and future growth
potential along with areas of retail strength and weaknesses and which businesses are the
best fit given the desire for balanced and sustainable economic growth. 
Current Progress includes:

Mobile Phone Tracking
Traffic Counts
Trade Area Analysis
Onsite Retail Inventory
Commercial Markey Supply
Retail Spending Analysis
Direct Interviews with Local Businesses
Consumer and Business Surveys



PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS ATTRACTION & RETENTION COMMITTEE (H-PARC):
Doctor Loan Program is being utilized by three physicians. 
Provided settlement/integration supports to health professionals and their families.
40 New Year greeting cards delivered to local healthcare professionals in the community.
25 appreciation baskets delivered to local healthcare professionals during Rural Health
Week.
“Let’s Go Rural Event” hosted on May 8, 2025 
Supported the North Alberta Medical Program Site Visit 
Upcoming Health Professionals Annual Barbecue will see an additional 40 medical
students attend.

EXPLORE WHITECOURT | EXPLORE NWAB 
VIRTUAL FESTIVAL:

In partnership with Grande Prairie Tourism and Festival Seekers, Whitecourt Tourism
hosted the #explorenwAB virtual festival for local businesses in May 2025. Tourism specific
businesses were showcased through LIVE videos on social media.
Business participants were paired with a social media & marketing coach for one on one
personalized digital media training and various workshops were held.
Promotion and marketing was completed across the province through collective
marketing efforts.
Virtual Festival statistics as of May 23, 2025:

Businesses that went LIVE: 18
Video views: 55,942
Engagements: 2,368 (likes, shares, comments) 

A final report is anticipated for early July.

WHITECOURT TRAILBLAZERS ANNUAL FAMILY SNOWMOBILE RALLY

Hosted checkpoint at the Whitecourt Trailblazers  Annual Family Snowmobile Rally on
February 15, 2025.  Attendees completed a short survey:

244 participants; 52 overnight stays; with 79% staying in hotels and 21% staying with
friends or family.

SPORTS HOSTING PROGRAM: 

The Whitecourt Sports Hosting Program was established, recognizing the growing
interest in the community to host provincial sporting competitions and the positive
economic impact that these events bring to the community. 
In 2024, the program supported three organizations with sporting events, positively
impacting the community through local spending. Total direct spending was estimated
at $269,500. These are estimates based on typical spending patterns for accommodations
and food services. The total economic impact would be higher when considering indirect
effects (i.e. increased business for local shops, transportation etc.). Multiplier effects
(common in economic impact analysis) typically range from 1.5 to 2.0 in tourism sectors,
which would suggest the total impact roughly between $404,250 to $539,000 in 2024.
To date, the following applications have been supported under this program in 2025:

Whitecourt Taekwondo; and
Whitecourt Blue Dolphins Swim Club.
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TOURISM ENHANCEMENT GRANT:

The Tourism Enhancement Grant Program was established to encourage partnerships
with local non-profit organizations to enhance tourism-related events and/or products.
The program is intended to create a partnership in promoting local events and provide
financial assistance to help develop projects and initiatives that support tourism. 
To date two organizations were successful in 2025:

Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce for the Western Canadian Rib Fest
Event ; and
Canadian Motorcycle Tourism Association for the Ride for Vision & Valour 2025 event.

2026 Strategic Planning has been scheduled for September 2025.
Summer Street Fest in partnership with Community Services has been scheduled for  
August 9 in downtown Whitecourt. 
Regional Business Visits to promote Whitecourt provincially and nationally.
Annual Health Professionals Family BBQ - September 11, 2025
Medical students and University of Alberta faculty and staff will be visiting Whitecourt  
September 8-13, 2025 as part of University of Alberta Medical Student Orientation Week.
Career and Education EXPO / Job Fair scheduled for September 26, 2025.
Business Market Analysis Attraction & Retention Strategy will wrap up in 2025 with
findings implemented into 2026 Strategic Plan.
Business Case review and investment pitch strategy development.

ON THE HORIZON...

BUSINESS RETENTION & EXPANSION HIGHLIGHTS
Enhance investment attraction through online presence/new webpage platform telling the
“Whitecourt Story” focusing on user experience, investment data, and updated content to
attract and support business growth.
Residential Development marketing underway; highlighting residential development
opportunities and promoting the community for investment.
Professional Development & Business Resource Summit – Hosted business support summit
providing resources, information, and strategic guidance for businesses and new
entrepreneurs to help grow their businesses.
There have been 68 business visits conducted to date.
Final stages of the Rural Renewal Program; three year designation concludes July 20, 2025.
Enhancing investment pitch based on findings from the Retail Business Market Attraction
& Retention Project.



Whitecourt Business Directory
Starting a Business
Business Support Services
Whitecourt Advantage
Industry Insights
Economic Development Package
Community Profile
Property For Sale
Vitalization Plans & Projects
Whitecourt Tourism Guide
Invest in Alberta

Community Promotion & Videos:
Why Whitecourt?
Economic Development & Planning
Healthcare Professionals Attraction & Retention
Small Business Week Thank-you
Whitecourt Tourism - Winter
Whitecourt Winter Getaway
Whitecourt Tourism Summer

PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM QUICK LINKS

https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-directory
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/starting-a-business
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-support-services
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246600
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/invest-in-whitecourt#li-modal
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246557
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/property-for-sale
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/vitalization-plan-projects
https://www.whitecourt.ca/tourism
https://odvodpublishing.com/eda/InvestinAlberta_2025/
https://odvodpublishing.com/eda/InvestinAlberta_2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKsmedMNVkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph1XBHoykh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4QH-6JYK5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbozFIK3CqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zaqj5W5oE38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9we1nt6XiV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oChyKB_yxP4


68.6%

Whitecourt has 683 businesses locally and 93
incorporations.

Whitecourt has a median family income of
$117,000 compared to the Alberta median of
$96,000. *** 

Whitecourt has a youthful age of (35.7)  and a
high share of working age population.

The average assessment value of a single
family home is $344,500.

10,350
        

 COMMUNITY 
 POPULATION
 +1.57% increase from 2023 (10,190)

*** Source:
Alberta Regional Dashboard,
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/whitecourt/#/

*** 

*** 

*** 

                      (2024 EST.)

https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/whitecourt/#/


ECONOMIC 
OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's key economic indicators.

Source:
Economic Dashboard, Government of Alberta, June 2025

https://economicdashboard.alberta.ca/dashboard/

https://economicdashboard.alberta.ca/dashboard/
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Source:
Budget 2025 – 2025-28 Fiscal Plan, Government of Alberta, February 2025

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/budget-2025

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/budget-2025



