
Town of Whitecourt 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Monday, September 8, 2025 at 4:00pm 

Forest Interpretive Centre Council Chambers 

Present: Mayor Pickard; Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, Lapointe, and McAree; CAO 
Smyl; Recording Secretary Grimstad-Davidson. 

  
  
1.  Call to Order and Mayor’s Address:   

2.  Adoption of Agenda: 

3.  Minutes from the August 18, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council: 

4.  Public Input Session: 

5.  2025 Whitecourt Career & Education Expo/Job Fair: 

6.  Dial-a-Bus Tender Award: 

7.  Auditor Appointment: 

8.  Council Oaths of Office Ceremony and Orientation Sessions: 

9.  2026 Council Planning Session: 

10.  Council Committees Appreciation Reception: 

11.  Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 44 – Remembrance Day Service: 

12.  Street Closure Request – National Day for Truth and Reconciliation: 
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13.  Councillor Reports: 

14.  Items of Information: 

15.  Culture & Events Centre Sponsorship Update (Closed Meeting): 
(Sections 19 and 34 of the Access to Information Act) 

16.  Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw No. 630/25 Referral (Closed Meeting): 
(Sections 26 and 30 of the Access to Information Act) 

17.  Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (Closed Meeting): 
(Section 30 of the Access to Information Act) 

18.  Adjournment: 
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Present: Mayor Pickard; Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, 

Lapointe, and McAree; Acting Chief Administrative Officer Loberg; and Recording 

Secretary Gallant. 

Call to Order & 

Mayor’s Address: 

The Meeting was called to order at 4:00pm; Mayor Pickard presiding. 

Adoption of 

Agenda: 

25-265     Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

That the Agenda be adopted as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Minutes from the 

July 21, 2025 

Regular Meeting: 

25-266      Moved by Deputy Mayor Schlosser 

That the Minutes from the July 21, 2025 Regular Meeting be adopted as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Public Input 

Session: 

There was no one present wishing to make a presentation. 

2026 Budget 

Schedule: 

The Acting Chief Administrative Officer introduced the Director of Corporate 

Services who reviewed the proposed 2026 budget schedule. 

25-267      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That Council accept the proposed 2026 Budget Schedule as information; and, 

That Council schedule a Special Meeting of Council on October 1, 2025 at 4:00pm to 

discuss the 2026 Budget. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Blue Ridge Road 

Culvert 

Replacement 

Tender Award: 

The Acting Chief Administrative Officer noted a tender was issued for the Blue Ridge 

Road Culvert Replacement, and introduced the Director of Infrastructure to provide 

further details on the project and tender recommendation. 

25-268      Moved by Deputy Mayor Schlosser 

That Council award the contract for the Blue Ridge Road Culvert Replacement to 

Unsurpassable Construction Ltd. for $574,455 plus GST, with an additional $35,699 

to be allocated from the Street Improvement Program reserve. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

National Coaches 

Week: 

The Acting Chief Administrative Officer stated that National Coaches Week was 

scheduled for September 15-21, 2025.  

25-269      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That Council be authorized to participate in National Coaches Week surprise visits 

between September 15-19, 2025; and officially proclaim September 15-21, 2025 as 

National Coaches Week in Whitecourt. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 

of the Town of Whitecourt 
held on Monday, August 18, 2025 at the Forest Interpretive Centre 

DRAFT
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Rotary Club of 

Whitecourt Peace 

Pole Unveiling 

Ceremony: 

 The Acting Chief Administrative Officer noted that the Rotary Club of Whitecourt 

invited Council to an unveiling ceremony for the Peace Pole that had been approved 

in Festival Park. 

 

25-270      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

  

That Council Members be authorized to attend the Rotary Club of Whitecourt’s Peace 

Pole Unveiling Ceremony at Festival Park on Sunday, September 21, 2025 at 1:00pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

October 2025 

Policies and 

Priorities 

Committee 

Meeting: 

 The Acting Chief Administrative Officer stated that due to the 2025 Municipal 

Election, it was recommended that the October 20, 2025 Policies and Priorities 

Committee meeting be cancelled. 

 

25-271      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Council cancel the regularly scheduled meeting of the Policies and Priorities 

Committee scheduled for October 20, 2025. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Rail Safety Week:  The Acting Chief Administrative Officer noted that a request was received to 

recognize September 15-21, 2025 as Rail Safety Week. 

 

25-272      Moved by Deputy Mayor Schlosser  

  

That Council recognize the week of September 15-21, 2025 as Rail Safety Week in 

Whitecourt, as per Policy 11-008 – Salutes of Special Days/Weeks/Events and/or 

Proclamations. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Request for Street 

Closure – Trunk or 

Treat: 

 The Acting Chief Administrative Officer stated that a request was received from the 

Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce requesting the closure of portions of 50 

Avenue and 51 Avenue on October 25, 2025 to accommodate the Trunk or Treat 

Event. 

 

25-273      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

  

That Council authorize the closure of 49 Street from 50 Avenue to 52 Avenue and, 51 

Avenue from 49 Street to 50 Street, to accommodate the Chamber of Commerce 

Trunk or Treat event on October 25, 2025 from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Councillor Reports:   Councillor Chauvet noted that he attended the MLA Martin Long Golf Tournament. 

 

Councillor Baker noted that she attended the MLA Martin Long Golf Tournament 

and RibFest. 

 

Councillor Lapointe reported that she attended the Town Social Club Golf 

Tournament and MLA Martin Long Golf Tournament.  She also attended an ICF 

Committee update meeting; multiple Library Board meetings, and an Ad Hoc Culture 

& Events Centre Sponsorship/Partnership Committee meeting. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schlosser noted that he attended the ICF Committee update meeting, 

and welcomed participants and visitors to the Alberta Provincial Championship 

Event hosted by the Whitecourt Minor Baseball Association. 

 

DRAFT
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Mayor Pickard reported that he attended a meeting with industry leaders, as well as 

a meeting with the Minister of Infrastructure Martin Long.  He noted that the Crime 

Prevention Presentation hosted on July 30 was well attended, and that the 

Whitecourt RCMP would be hosting a cybercrime presentation in the fall.  He 

reported that he also attended an ICF Committee update meeting, a Community Rail 

Advocacy Alliance meeting, and an Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre 

Sponsorship/Partnership Committee meeting. 

 

Councillor Lanctot arrived to the meeting.  Time: 4:27pm. 

 

Councillor Lanctot noted that he attended a Municipal Planning Commission 

meeting, and the MLA Martin Long Golf Tournament. 

 

25-274    Moved by Councillor Lapointe  

 

That Council accept the Councillor Reports as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Items of 

Information: 

 25-275      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That the following items be accepted as information: 

a) Town Accounts – Cheques 95365 – 93846; 

b) July 23, 2025 Letter to Lac Ste. Anne Foundation re: Letter of Support for 

Land Transfer; 

c) Crime Prevention Form Letters received from three individuals; 

d) August 13, 2025 Letter from Alberta Forest Products Association re: Federal 

Announcement of Support for Alberta’s Forest Industry; 

e) Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. July 23 – Town Council Update; 

ii. August 1 – Road Construction in Whitecourt Continues; 

iii. August 7 – Presentation on crime prevention strategies held July 30; 

iv. August 7 – Summer Street Fest is coming to downtown Whitecourt 

August 9; 

f) Woodlands County 2025 Press Releases: 

i. July 21 – County Council Recap – July 16; 

g) Mayor’s Calendar; and, 

h) Council Calendar. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

  25-276      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council go into Closed Meeting to discuss Culture & Events Centre Sponsorship 

Update per Sections 19 and 34 of the Access to Information (ATIA) Act and 

Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework per Section 30 of the ATIA Act.  Time: 

4:39pm. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-277      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council revert to Regular Meeting.  Time: 5:13pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Culture & Events 

Centre Sponsorship 

Update: 

 25-278      Moved by Councillor McAree 

 

That Council accept the Culture & Events Centre Sponsorship Update as 

information. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

DRAFT
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Intermunicipal 

Collaboration 

Framework: 

 25-279      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council accept the Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Adjournment:  25-280      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That the Regular Meeting of Council be adjourned. Time: 5:14pm. 

 

      - CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                                                                             Mayor  

 

 

            ___________________________________ 

                                                                             Chief Administrative Officer 

 

DRAFT
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 Town of Whitecourt 
Policy Manual 

Section: Legislative 

Public Input Session: Terms of Reference 

The purpose of the Public Input Session is to provide a venue that allows community 
members the opportunity to voice opinions and to bring attention to pertinent local 
issues.  Council may ask for clarification regarding matters presented by 
public members; however, this session is not intended as a forum for debate.   

1. Members of the public wishing to address Council are asked to complete the sign-up 
sheet available at the delegation table with their name, address, and topic they will 
be addressing.

2. The public member shall begin comments by stating their name.

3. Public members shall direct comments to the Chair.

4. Each public member shall have 2 minutes to speak at a maximum; however, the 
Mayor may reduce or increase time allotments per speaker depending on the 
number of public members wishing to speak at each meeting.

5. Public members are not permitted to discuss matters that include personnel, legal 
matters, land issues, or other items included in Sections 19-34 of the Access to 
Information Act.  Items pertaining to a scheduled Public Hearing or appeal will also 
not be permitted for discussion during the Public Input Session, and will be referred 
to the scheduled hearing or appeal.

6. Public members cannot discuss matters that are already included as items on the 
agenda for that meeting unless permission is granted by the Chair.
(a) The Chair will not allow discussion on agenda items that are time sensitive in 

nature, or items that have previously been deferred.
(b) If a public member is permitted to speak on a matter that is an item on that 

meeting agenda, and the presentation provides new information which could 
result in a different course of action, the item will be deferred to a future meeting.

7. Public Input Session issues shall be either:
a. accepted as information,
b. referred to Administration for further information, or
c. deferred for further discussion.

We appreciate your comments and Council thanks you for your input.
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   September 3, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Rhonda Woods, Economic Development Officer 
Title: 2025 WHITECOURT CAREER & EDUCATION EXPO/JOB FAIR 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Administration met with representatives from Living Waters Separate School Division, Northern Gateway 
Public Schools, Alberta Government, Woodlands County, Community Futures Yellowhead East, MD of 
Greenview, the Educational Liaison Association of Alberta (ELAA), Whitecourt & District Chamber of 
Commerce, and CAREERS, to plan the 2025 Career & Education Expo/Job Fair. The Career & Education 
Expo/Job Fair is scheduled for Friday, September 26, 2025 from 9:30am – 4:00pm at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre. The event will encourage participation in hands on demonstrations and provide an opportunity 
for participants to explore various careers available in the community. It will also provide an opportunity for 
employers to recruit new employees, accept and distribute job applications, and provide information to job 
seekers. 
 
The Career and Education Expo Exhibitor invitations have been distributed to local employers, who have 
expressed enthusiasm to participate. In previous years, there has been participation from over 50 exhibitors 
representing different industry sectors, and 20 different college and university representatives in 
attendance. Invitations were distributed to surrounding school divisions to attend the Career and Education 
Expo and it is anticipated that over 1200 students will attend. 
 
REFERENCES: 
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/expo2025  

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
This event will provide an opportunity to showcase local career options to youth in the region and for 
participants and job seekers to meet with various business and industry representatives. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
• 2025 Whitecourt Economic Development Budget 
• Planning Partnerships 
 
COMMENTS: 
The Town will be utilizing a double booth to showcase volunteer positions, employment opportunities, 
Whitecourt Transit, available grant programs, and the benefits of living in the region and working for 
municipal government. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Whitecourt Career and Education Expo and Job Fair as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   September 2, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Town Council 
Originated by:  Drew Hadfield, Director of Infrastructure Services 
Title:   DIAL-A-BUS TENDER AWARD 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Town is scheduled to replace the Dial-a-Bus in 2026, based on a standard ten-year lifecycle.  
Given that the procurement process for para transit vehicles is typically lengthy, and with additional 
funds available through grants, Administration initiated the purchase process earlier in 2025 
through a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the supply of one transit bus. The RFP was advertised 
on the Alberta Purchasing Connection website and distributed via direct invitation.  Two bids were 
received from Crestline Coach Ltd. 
 
Crestline Coach Ltd. submitted proposals for two distinct models: 

1. 2026 Arboc Spirit of Freedom on a Chevrolet G4500 chassis for $264,453.15, plus GST; 
and 

2. 2026 Star Trans Senator II on a Chevrolet G4500 chassis for $199,361.21, plus GST. 
 
The 2026 Arboc Spirit of Freedom model features a low-floor design with an integrated ramp, which 
offers enhanced accessibility and operational reliability. The alternative, the Star Trans Senator II, 
utilizes a rear lift mechanism. Based on previous experience with similar lift systems on our current 
Dial-a-Bus, Administration anticipates potential mechanical issues and increased maintenance 
requirements with this design. The Arboc Spirit of Freedom's low-floor and ramp system is expected 
to provide a more durable and user-friendly solution for para transit services. 
 
In August, Fleet and Transit staff attended a demonstration of the Arboc Spirit of Freedom in 
Grande Prairie. That model, built on a Ford E450 chassis, offered an improved floor plan that 
accommodates more seating and ensures safer and easier loading for wheelchair passengers. 
Following this review, Crestline provided a revised quote of $288,989.77 for the Ford E450 
configuration. 
 

REFERENCES 
• Submitted Proposals 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The primary objective is to acquire a reliable and accessible para transit vehicle that meets the 
community’s needs and ensures long term operational efficiency.  The proposed 2026 Arboc Spirit 
of Freedom offers several key benefits: 

• Enhanced accessibility with a low-floor and ramp design. 
• Reduced risk of mechanical failures compared to rear-lift systems. 
• Improved operational reliability and service continuity. 
• Strong supplier support, warranty coverage, and available replacement parts. 
• Layout improvements that enhance safety and passenger experience. 

While the Star Trans Senator II offers a lower initial cost, its rear lift design presents a higher risk 
of mechanical failures, which could lead to increased downtime and maintenance expenses, 
ultimately negating the initial cost savings. The Arboc Spirit of Freedom, despite its higher upfront 
cost, is considered a more sustainable and reliable investment for the Town's para transit services. 
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COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
Funding will be provided through a combination of Rural Transit Solutions Fund and the Equipment 
Replacement Reserves allocated in the 2025 and 2026 Capital Budgets. 

 
COMMENTS: 
Administration recommends proceeding with the Arboc Spirit of Freedom, prioritizing long-term 
reliability, accessibility, and improved service delivery over short-term cost savings. This decision 
supports the Town’s commitment to accessible and dependable public transportation. 
 
Additional safety options are being considered, which are over and above the quoted price. These 
additional features will be considered in the set up costs for the unit and will be within the allocated 
budget.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the proposal from Crestline Coach Ltd. for the purchase of a 2026 Arboc Spirit 
of Freedom Dial-a-Bus on a Ford E450 chassis, at a cost of $288,989.77 plus GST. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   September 3, 2025  
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Council Meeting   
Originated by:  Judy Barney, Director of Corporate Services 
Title:   AUDITOR APPOINTMENT 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The current auditing contract for the Town is expiring and in accordance with the Municipal 
Government Act (MGA) S. 280, Council must appoint an auditor for the Town; and Policy 13-012 – 
Audit Services authorizes audit services for three years with the option to extend for up to two 
years.    
 
Administration advertised the Request for Proposals (RFP) on the Alberta Purchasing Connection 
platform from July 18 to August 15, 2025, and on the Town website for audit services that also 
included minor, additional services to complete the tri-annual Local Authority Pension Plan (LAPP) 
compliance report for Alberta Pensions Administration as well as the annual review engagement to 
provide a financial report to the Family and Community Support Services Grant program. 
 
Three qualifying proposals were received that met the mandatory requirements.  The three 
proposals were evaluated with the following criteria as identified in the proposal: 
 

Criteria Weighting 
 % 
Price 25 
Technical Expertise and Qualifications 15 
Firm’s Experience with Comparable Engagements 
And References 

15 

Experience of the audit Staff assigned to the  
Engagement and their roles 

25 

Audit Approach  
10 

Quality of Proposal and Other Factors  
10 

Total 100 
 

Administration ranked the three proposals and based on the average of each team member’s 
ranking the highest ranked proposal was the firm, Metrix Group LLP – see table below. 
 

Company Fletcher Mudryk  
LLP 

Metrix Group  
 LLP 

Meyers Norris 
 Penny LLP 

Ranking 82 96 
 

85 

Bid $164,865 $128,500 $186,050 
 
Based on the evaluation, Administration is recommending that Council appoint Metrix Group LLP 
as the Town’s Auditor. 
 

REFERENCES 
• Policy 13-012 – Audit Services 
• Municipal Government Act 
  

 

11



 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Tendering the audit services every three years ensures that competitive pricing is being received 
for the services provided.  Evaluating the tender based on the evaluation criteria ensures that all 
the categories are considered, standardizes scoring and removes subjectivity from the process 
when evaluating a proposal.   
 
Metrix Group LLP (Metrix) bid for the three-year period is the lowest, the audit will require less staff 
assistance in performing the audit as they are the Town’s current auditor and they will not require 
a transition period to do a preliminary review of the prior year working papers, internal controls and 
year end balances. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
• Town Operating Budget for 2025, 2026 and 2027 
• Landfill Operating Budget for 2025, 2026, and 2027 
 
COMMENTS: 
Metrix Group LLP has been the auditor for several terms and has demonstrated a sound working 
knowledge of the generally accepted accounting principles for Municipal Governments established 
by the Public Sector Accounting Board and the Canadian Institute of Chartered Professional 
Accountants, as well as the reporting requirements as set out in the MGA and its regulations.     
 
In the past engagements, Metrix Group LLP has completed the audits in a timely and professional 
manner. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council appoint Metrix Group LLP as the Town’s auditor for total cost of $128,500 plus GST 
for a three-year term commencing with the 2025 fiscal year audit. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   September 3, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Peter Smyl, Chief Administrative Officer 
Title: COUNCIL OATHS OF OFFICE CEREMONY AND ORIENTATION 

SESSIONS 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
With the upcoming 2025 General Municipal Election, Administration is preparing for the Oaths of 
Office Ceremony, and Orientation Sessions for the new Whitecourt Town Council.  Scheduling the 
dates for the Oaths of Office Ceremony and Orientation Session will allow candidates running in 
the election to book the time on their calendars now to ensure their availability and participation. 
 

REFERENCES 
• Municipal Government Act 
• Policy 11-012 – Orientation of Council Members 
• Whitecourt 2025 Council Orientation Agenda – attached  
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Administration suggests that the Oaths of Office Ceremony be held at 10am on Saturday, October 
25.  Both federal and provincial government representatives for our area have been invited to 
attend, and formal Council photos will also be completed.  The Ceremony will take place in the 
Council Chambers at the Forest Interpretive Centre. 
 
Per the Municipal Government Act, the Orientation Sessions will provide a comprehensive briefing 
for all elected officials on roles and responsibilities, and all aspects of the municipality’s operations, 
policies, and procedures.  S.201.1(1) outlines a number of topics that must be reviewed prior to the 
Organizational Meeting and the first Regular Meeting, and Councillor attendance for these topics 
is mandatory. 
 
George Cuff will be making a governance presentation to both Whitecourt and Woodlands County 
Councils on December 2, 2025 at the Forest Interpretive Centre. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 

 
COMMENTS: 
Within 90 days of assuming office, all elected officials must complete the Local Authority Election 
Official (LAEO) course offered by Alberta Emergency Management Association.  Woodlands 
County will be hosting the course locally on Tuesday, December 16 at the Woodlands County Office 
from 8:30am to 12:30pm.  For those unable to attend, this course is also offered online, and 
information on how to complete the course will be provided to all elected officials with the orientation 
package. 
 
Administration has booked four spots at the Munis 101 session being offered by Alberta 
Municipalities on November 14 and 15.  Additional sessions will be available at other times and 
locations, and if required, Administration can arrange registration of Council Members to another 
session. 
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Administration is waiting for Alberta Municipalities to confirm the fall convention agenda, and if a 
legal session is not part of the program, Administration will schedule a legal education session with 
Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
• Schedule the Oaths of Office Ceremony for 10:00am on Saturday, October 25, 2025; and, 
• Adopt the Whitecourt 2025 Council Orientation Agenda as presented. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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2025 COUNCIL ORIENTATION AGENDA 
 
 
**Notes mandatory sessions for all Council Members. 
 
 
Day 1** 
Friday, October 24, 2025 
 
 8:30am to 4:00pm   Council Orientation – Forest Interpretive Centre, Classroom 

• Role of Municipalities in Alberta 
• Municipal organization and function 
• Roles and responsibilities of Council and Councillors 
• Roles and responsibilities of the CAO  
• Key municipal plans, policies and projects 
• Budgeting and financial administration 
• Public participation 

 
     Lunch – Location TBD 
 
 
Day 2** 
Monday, October 27 
 9:00am to 1:00pm  Municipal Facility Tours – Start at the Whitecourt Town Office, locations to be  
     announced (transportation provided) 
 
     Lunch – Location TBD 

     
 
Day 3 
Friday, November 14 and Saturday, November 15 
 

2:00pm to 5pm Friday  Munis 101: The Essentials of Municipal Government - Calgary 
8:00am to 12:00 Saturday (4 spots are reserved following the Alberta Municipalities Association Convention) 
 (Additional session dates are available if required.) 
 

 
Day 4 ** 
Tuesday, December 2, 2025  

9:00am to 4:00pm  George Cuff – Governance Presentation  
    Forest Interpretive Centre 
    Hosted in partnership with Woodlands County Council 

 
 
Day 5 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025   
 8:30am to 12:30pm  Local Authority Elected Official (LAEO) – Alberta Emergency Management Agency 
     Woodlands County Office – County Council Chambers 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 

 
Date:   September 3, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Peter Smyl, Chief Administrative Officer 
Title: 2026 COUNCIL PLANNING SESSION 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Administration proposes that the annual Council Planning Session be scheduled for January 22 through 
24, 2026, in Edmonton. 
 
Advance notice on this session is being provided to ensure all Council Members can attend.  A final agenda 
for the session will be presented to Council following the municipal election. 
 
REFERENCES: 
N/A 
 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The Council Planning Session includes a session on strategic planning to identify community priorities and 
plans for addressing local needs over the course of the term. 
 
The tentative agenda includes: 

• Thursday, January 22 
o Capital and Operating Reserves 
o 2026 20 Year Capital and Major Maintenance Plan 

• Friday, January 23 
o Strategic Plan Review and Update 

• Saturday, January 27 
o Council Evaluations and Check In 
o Planning Session Feedback 
o CAO Evaluation 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2026 Operating Budget 
 
COMMENTS: 
Tracey Lorenson, of CivicExcellence, has been contracted to facilitate the strategic planning session on 
Friday, January 23. 
 
Similar to 2025, the following Council Committees will present at upcoming Council Meetings (after the 
election) to discuss their priorities and points of interest.  This feedback will then be used to update the 
Strategic Plan. 

• Communities in Bloom Committee 
• Community Services Advisory Board 
• Economic Development Committee 
• Health Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee 
• Protective Services Committee 
• Youth Advisory Committee 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council schedule the 2026 Council Planning Session for January 22 – 24, 2026. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   September 2, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title: COUNCIL COMMITTEES APPRECIATION RECEPTION  
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
An appreciation reception has been planned for all members of Council Committees and for Council 
members on Tuesday, November 18, beginning at 7pm.  Administration is working with the 
Community Foundation for a presentation on what the Foundation brings to the community, and 
acknowledging the importance of volunteers within the community. 
 
Members from the following committees/boards will be invited: 

• Communities In Bloom Committee 
• Community Services Advisory Board 
• Economic Development Committee 
• Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee  
• Library Board 
• Municipal Planning Commission 
• Protective Services Committee 
• Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
• Whitecourt FireSmart Working Group 
• Youth Advisory Committee 
• Ad Hoc Sponsorship/Partnership Committee 

 
The following external committees that have Council appointed representation are also invited to 
attend: 

• Whitecourt Heritage Society 
• Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association 
• Whitecourt & Woodlands Performing Arts Society 
• Whitecourt & Woodlands Winter Recreation Park Society  

 
REFERENCES 
• Policy 11-003 – Council Committees  
• Policy 12-016 – Recognition of Council, Council Committee Members, and Fire Fighters 
• Bylaw 1570 – Council Committees Bylaw 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The appreciation evening allows Council and Administration the opportunity to mix and mingle with 
volunteers and to thank them in a relaxed setting. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 

 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council be authorized to attend the Council Committee Appreciation Reception on Tuesday, 
November 18, 2025, at the Whitecourt Golf & Country Club. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   September 3, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant  
Title: ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH NO. 44 – REMEMBRANCE DAY 

SERVICE 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 44 has requested use of the Allan & Jean Millar Centre 
fieldhouse to host a Remembrance Day Service for the citizens of Whitecourt and area on 
November 11, 2025. The ceremonies have been held at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre for the past 
three years. 
 
In previous years, the facility has closed the fieldhouse between 7:00 – 9:00pm the evening prior 
to accommodate setup, and also reserved the boardroom for the bag piper, from 9:00am – 1:00pm 
on November 11. 
 

REFERENCES 
• Letter dated August 12, 2025 from Chair of Poppy Fund and Remembrance Day Committee – 

attached  
• Fees Bylaw 1551 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The fieldhouse would be closed on November 11, 2025 from 8:00am to 1:00pm to accommodate 
the service. The remainder of the facility would remain open.  
 
This is a free event honouring veterans and attendance is expected to be approximately 600 
people. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Operating Budget 
 

 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council provide the Allan & Jean Millar Centre Fieldhouse at no charge to the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch No. 44 as follows: 

• November 10, 2025 Full Fieldhouse from 7:00 – 9:00pm 
• November 11, 2025 Full Fieldhouse from 8:00am – 1:00pm 
• November 11, 2025 Crown & Anchor Board Room from 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 
to host the Remembrance Day Service. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 

 
Date:   September 3, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant    
Title: STREET CLOSURE REQUEST – NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND 

RECONCILIATION  
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
A request has been received from the Whitecourt Indigenous Friends Society for a street closure on 
Monday, September 30, 2025 to allow for a procession through downtown, followed by events at Festival 
Park in honour of Orange Shirt Day and National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.  
 
The Society plans for the walk to begin from Festival Park, traveling counter-clockwise through the 
downtown following the standard parade route, with welcome speeches at 10:30am and the walk beginning 
at 11:00am until approximately 11:45am.  Following the procession, a barbecue and round dance will be 
held.  The Society has extended an invitation for the Mayor to provide a speech and for Councillors to 
attend the event. 
 
The applicant has also requested use of picnic tables at the pavilion at Festival Park.   
 
REFERENCES: 

• Application 
• Policy 31-005 Parades/Processions/Demonstrations/Events 
• Policy 72-004 Rental of Festival Park 
• Procession Route – attached 

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The proposed procession follows the standard parade route for the Town.   
 
Due to the overlap with the parade route and part of the Town’s bus route, transit stops will have to be 
adjusted. 
 
As is standard practice for parades, provisions are required to be made for emergency access at all 
intersections should they be required. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
Costs to the Town would be minimal, with the drop off and pick up of road closure barriers per typical 
practice. 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A  
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RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
• Authorize the use of picnic tables at the pavilion at Festival Park for the Whitecourt Indigenous Friends 

Society National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Event on September 30, 2025; 
• Be authorized to attend the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Event; and  
• Approve the street closure and procession route for the Whitecourt Indigenous Friends Society National 

Day for Truth and Reconciliation Walk on September 30, 2025, from 11:00am to 12:00 noon, subject to: 
• Meeting all of the requirements of Policy 31-005 - Parades/Processions/Demonstrations/Events. 
• Obtaining a Temporary Traffic Control Permit. 

 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   August 13, 2025 
 

Meeting:  August 18, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
 

Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 

Title:   COUNCILLOR REPORTS   
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Council Members report to co-Members regarding issues and decisions made on the various Boards and 
Committees on which they serve.  
 

Councillor Name Committee 
Tara Baker Canfor Public Advisory Committee 

Communities in Bloom 
Community Services Advisory Board (Alternate) 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt FireSmart Working Group 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Regional Forest Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Performing Arts Society 

Paul Chauvet Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee  
Capital Region Assessment Services Commission 
Golden Triangle Trail Partnership Committee 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Braden Lanctot Canfor Public Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Winter Recreation Park Society 

Serena Lapointe Joint Liaison Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Library Board 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Community Futures Yellowhead East 
Yellowhead Regional Library 
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Bill McAree Council Compensation Committee 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission (Alternate) 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority (Alt.) 
Youth Advisory Committee (Alternate) 

Tom Pickard Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Protective Services Committee 
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Chamber of Commerce Liaison/Board of Directors 
Northern Alberta Elected Officials Caucus 
Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Caucus 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Business Support Network 
Whitecourt & District Health Partnership Team 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Derek Schlosser Community Services Advisory Board 
Health Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Heritage Society 

 
 
REFERENCES: 

• Municipal Planning Commission Minutes – June 12 and August 14, 2025 
• Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Committee Minutes – July 3, 2025 

 
BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Council Members keep other Members up to date on all aspects of Town business and dealings. 
 
COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
COMMENTS: 
N/A 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Councillor Reports item as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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Present: 

Present via Zoom 
Videoconference: 

Call to Order: 

Adoption of Agenda: 

Minutes from the 
May 22, 2025, 
Regular Meeting: 

Application 25-029 
- Variance Request 
to Reduce Front 
Yard Setback -
3335 33 Street: 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
Municipal Planning Commission 

Thursday. June 12. 2025 at 4:00 p.m. 
at the Town of Whitecourt Large Boardroom 

Chair: Chantelle Hoisington; Councillors: Braden Lanctot and Derek Schlosser; 
Member: Glen Kingdon; Director of Planning and Development: Jennine Loberg; 
Planner: Stephanie Schaffner; Development Officer: Kerina Sorochan; Recording 
Secretary: Sydney Barry. 

•Vice-Chair: Shannon Wharton. 

The Meeting was called to order with Chair Hoisington presiding. Time: 4:00 p.m. 

25-028 Moved by Member Schlosser: 
That the Agenda be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED. 

25-029 Moved by Member Lanctot: 
That the Minutes from the May 22, 2025 Regular Meeting be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED. 

Development Officer Sorochan presented a variance request to reduce the front yard 
setback at 3335 33 Street. This property is located in an M-1, Service Industrial, Land 
Use District where a 6.0m setback is required from the 33rd Street property line. The 
Applicant is seeking approval to reduce this setback to a range between 2.54 metres 
and 4.37 metres. 

The Applicant's rationale highlighted the need for additional lot space due to the 
maneuvering of large vehicles on-site and while exiting onto 33rd Street. 33rd Street is 
classified as an arterial road where future plans for widening, proper drainage and 
infrastructure protection are key reasons for the required front setback. 

The Applicant was in attendance at the meeting and noted that the paving was 
completed 15-20 years ago. He was unaware that it did not comply with his approved 
site plan and expressed appreciation for the Town's willingness to work with him to 
resolve the non-compliance. 

25-030 Moved by Member Wharton: 
That the Municipal Planning Commission approve Development Permit Application 
No. 25-029 to vary the front yard setback from 6.0 metres to distances ranging from 
2.54 metres to 4.37 metres, on a temporary basis, subject to the following conditions: 

1. This temporary variance shall expire at the time of future subdivision or 
development of the property, or upon one year's written notice from the Town 
ofWhitecourt. Upon expiry of this variance, the property shall be brought into 
compliance with the September 30, 2005 Site Plan or with the Land Use 
Bylaw regulations in force at that time, as agreed upon in writing with the 
Town of Whitecourt. 

2. The applicant shall comply with all other applicable provisions of Land Use 
Bylaw 1577, as amended from time to time. A copy of the bylaw is available 
at www.whitecourt.ca. 

3. The applicant shall immediately notify the Town of Whitecourt of any 
deviations or proposed changes to the approved development plans. 

4. The registered property owner(s) shall be solely responsible for any damages 
to shallow utilities (e.g., telecommunications, gas distribution lines, etc.) 
resulting from the installation, removal, or maintenance of landscaping 
(including gravel and shrubs) or parking infrastructure. 
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Municipal Planning Commission Minutes 
June 12, 2025 

Next Meeting Date: 

Adjournment: 

5. The applicant shall comply with all applicable municipal, provincial, and 
federal regulations related to parking, loading, storage, and development 
within the reduced front setback, including any requirements for safety, 
access, and utility protection. 

The next Regular Meeting is scheduled for June 26, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. 

25-031 Moved by Member Lanctot: 

CARRIED. 

That the Regular Meeting of the Municipal Planning Commission be adjourned. 
Time: 4: 11 p.m. 

\ I CARRIED. 
I , < 

l 
' J 

') ) 

Chantelle Hoisington 
, { Chair 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
Date:   September 4, 2025 
Meeting:  September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title:   ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 

PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 

The following items are included in the September 8, 2025 Council package as information items: 
a. Town Accounts – Cheques 93847 – 94058 (Council Members to contact the Director of 

Corporate Services prior to Regular Meeting with any questions regarding Town accounts); 
b. August 6, 2025 Letter from Alberta Municipal Affairs re Fire Services Training Program 

Grant; 
c. August 8, 2025 Letter from Alberta Municipal Affairs re Canada Community Building Fund 

Allocation; 
d. Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. August 19 – Town Council Update; 
ii. September 3 – Whitecourt Fire Advisory Issued; 

e. Woodlands County 2025 Press Releases: 
i. August 19 – County Council Recap – August 13; 

f. Mayor’s Calendar; and, 
g. Council Calendar. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Items of Information as information. 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
Department Director:     CAO:      
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ALBERTA 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

Office of the Minister 
MLA, Peace River 

320 Legislature Building, 10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 Canada    Telephone 780-427-3744 Fax 780-422-9550 

 

 
Classification: Protected A Classification: Protected A 

          AR119711 
August 8, 2025 
 
 
His Worship Tom Pickard 
Mayor 
Town of Whitecourt 
PO Box 509 
Whitecourt AB  T7S 1N6 
 
Dear Mayor Pickard: 
 
I am pleased to confirm your allocation for the 2025-26 Canada Community-Building Fund 
(CCBF). In 2025, Canada allocated Alberta $276 million; this partnership between the province 
and the federal government will help ensure local governments in Alberta can continue to make 
needed investments in local infrastructure.  
 
For the Town of Whitecourt, your 2025 CCBF allocation is $652,932.  
 
Both the CCBF and Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) funding amounts for all 
municipalities and Metis Settlements are posted on the Government of Alberta website at 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/canada-community-building-fund-allocations.  
 
I look forward to working together with you to support your local infrastructure needs, and 
building strong, vibrant communities across Alberta. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dan Williams, ECA 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
 
cc: Peter Smyl, Chief Administrative Officer, Town of Whitecourt 
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PRESS RELEASE

AUGUST 19, 2025

WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE

The Town of Whitecourt is preparing for the 2026 budget, and has scheduled the following:
• The 2026 Budget Public Input Session for Monday, September 22, 2025 at 4:00pm; and,
• A Special Meeting of Council for Wednesday, October 1, 2025 at 4:00pm.

Council has awarded the contract for the Blue Ridge Road Culvert Replacement Project to Unsurpassable Construction Ltd. in the 
amount of $574,455 plus GST.

The Rotary Club of Whitecourt will be hosting a Peace Pole Unveiling Ceremony on September 21, 2025 at 1pm in Festival Park.

National Coaches Appreciation Week is September 15 to 21, 2025.  Community members are encouraged to submit nominations for 
local coaches as part of the recognition event.  

Council has recognized September 15 to 21, 2025 as Rail Safety Week.

Whitecourt Town Council has approved temporary street closures in downtown Whitecourt to accommodate the Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Commerce Trunk or Treat event on October 25, 2025.

The October 20, 2025 Policies and Priorities Committee has been cancelled.

   For more information, please contact:
 Tara Gallant, Legislative Manager
 Town of Whitecourt
 taragallant@whitecourt.ca
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PRESS RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

FIRE ADVISORY IN EFFECT FOR WHITECOURT

Due to dry weather conditions, Whitecourt has issued a FIRE ADVISORY. 

Existing fi re pit and fi re burn permits will remain valid and new permit requests will still be approved on a case by case basis. 

Under this advisory, backyard fi re pit and campfi res are still allowed, but extreme caution is advised.

The Fire Advisory will remain in eff ect until conditions improve or further escalation is required.

For information on fi re restrictions and bans throughout the province, visit www.albertafi rebans.ca.

For more information, please contact:
 Tara Gallant
 Legislative Manager
 Town of Whitecourt
 taragallant@whitecourt.ca

41



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

August 19, 2025 
 

 
WOODLANDS COUNTY COUNCIL RECAP – WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2025 
 
Woodlands County Council discussed the following items at their recent meeting of Council: 

 
Council gave 1st reading to Land Use Bylaw 630/25 and directed Administration to schedule a public 
hearings for September 9, 2025 at 5:15 p.m. in the Fort Assiniboine Council Chambers and September 
10, 2025 at 5:15 p.m. at the Woodlands County Whitecourt Administration Office Council Chambers. 
 
Council also passed Bylaw 629/25 being the Fees and Charges Bylaw effective January 1, 2026. Further 
information will be provided regarding the highlighted changes and will be posted on the website and 
Facebook. 
 
The CAO is required to provide Council with quarterly Policy update reports. Administration is working 
hard to have policies updated and adopted, in this report you will find the updated policies. Council 
received the report for information. 
 
Council adopted four (4) new policies. A Financial Investment Policy, Strategic Financial Oversight 
Policy, Funding Political Forums Policy and Administration of Projects Policy. These policies are on the 
County’s website for review. 
 
Council received the Carlson Drive Drainage Improvement Project for information and directed 
Administration to conduct a public engagement session for said project. The results from this public 
engagement session will be brought back to council for further discussion. The Public Engagement 
session is being held on August 28, 2025 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Goose Lake Community Hall. 
 
Woodlands County entrance signs will be considered in the 2026 Budget. 
 
Council approved the request from the Town of Whitecourt Library Board to extend the funding 
agreement for one year with a funding cost of $71,766.18 to be included in the 2026 budget. 
 
Council canceled the special council meeting scheduled for August 20, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. and 
rescheduled the Governance & Priorities Committee Meeting from August 20, 2025 to August 27, 2025 
at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Upcoming scheduled meetings: 

• Regular Council – Wednesday, September 10, 5:00 pm 

• Regular Council – Wednesday, September 24, 9:30 am 

• Regular Council – Wednesday, October 8, 5:00 pm 

• Governance and Priorities Committee – Wednesday, August 27, 5:00 pm 
 

Meetings are held in-person at the Municipal Office in Whitecourt and streamed on the Woodlands 
County YouTube channel. Agenda packages are available on the Woodlands County CivicWeb Portal.  
 
 

-end- 
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