
Town of Whitecourt 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 4:00pm 

Forest Interpretive Centre Council Chambers 

Present: Mayor Pickard; Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, Lapointe, and McAree; CAO 
Smyl; Recording Secretary Grimstad-Davidson. 

1. Call to Order and Mayor’s Address:

2. Adoption of Agenda:

3. Minutes from the September 22, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council:

4. Minutes from the October 7, 2025 Special Meeting of Council:

5. Public Input Session:

6. Community Services Advisory Board Strategic Plan:

7. 2025 Family Violence Prevention Month Events:

8. 2026 Budget Schedule:

9. Tax Sale Reserve Bid:

10. Whitecourt Curling Club 75th Anniversary:

11. Councillor Reports:

12. Items of Information:
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13. Development Agreement – Nerval Construction Inc. – 3547 Caxton Street (Closed Meeting):
(Section 19 of the Access to Information Act)

14. Adjournment:
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Present: Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, Lapointe, and 

McAree; Chief Administrative Officer Smyl; and Recording Secretary Grimstad-

Davidson. 

Absent: Mayor Pickard. 

Call to Order & 

Mayor’s Address: 

The Meeting was called to order at 4:00pm; Deputy Mayor Schlosser presiding. 

Adoption of 

Agenda: 

25-299     Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

That the Agenda be adopted as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Minutes from the 

September 8, 2025 

Regular Meeting: 

25-300      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That the Minutes from the September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting be adopted as 

presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Public Input 

Session: 

There was no one present wishing to make a presentation. 

2026 Budget Public 

Input Session: 

There was no one present wishing to make a presentation. 

Wildfire Resilience 

Toolkit – FRIAA 

Non-Vegetation 

Management Grant 

Application 

Support: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that grants were being sought through the 

Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta and introduced the Director of 

Community Safety.  The Director advised that the proposed non-vegetation grant 

would aid in promoting reduction of risk and impact of wildfires in the community.   

25-301      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That Council accept the recommendation from the FireSmart Working Group to 

support the Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta Non-Vegetation 

Management Grant Application for the development of a Wildfire Resilience Toolkit 

for Whitecourt. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

FireSmart Summer 

Crew – FRIAA 

Vegetation 

Management Grant 

The Chief Administrative Officer stated that Administration was seeking a grant to 

fund a Summer FireSmart Crew and introduced the Director of Community Safety.  

The Director stated that the FireSmart Crew would promote education and complete 

several vegetation management projects.  

25-302      Moved by Councillor Baker 

That Council accept the recommendation from the FireSmart Working Group to 

support the Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta Vegetation 

Management Grant Application for the 2026 FireSmart Summer Crew/Mulching 

Maintenance Project. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Whitcourt/Yubetsu 

Cultural Exchange 

Trip: 

The Chief Administrative Officer advised that a delegation of students and adult 

chaperones had visited Whitecourt’s twin town of Yubetsu in July and introduced the 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 

of the Town of Whitecourt 
held on Monday, September 22, 2025 at the Forest Interpretive Centre 
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Council Minutes September 22, 2025  Page 2 

Manager of Recreation, Arts, and Culture.  The Manager introduced the delegation, 

who provided highlights of their visit. 

25-303      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

That Council accept the post-trip presentation from the 2025 Whitecourt/Yubetsu 

Exchange Group as information. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Whitecourt Family 

Violence Initiatives: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that funding for the Whitecourt Family 

Violence Initiative had not been renewed by the Province, and introduced the 

Manager of Recreation, Arts, and Culture.  The Manager advised that stakeholder 

groups were coordinating meetings with Hon. MLA Martin Long.   

25-304      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That Council send a letter to the Minister of Children and Family Services and the 

Minister of Justice advocating for funding and that $32,713 be allocated from the 

FCSS General Reserve to support the Family Violence Initiatives until December 31, 

2025 to lessen the impact to the community. 

Votes in Favour of the Motion:  Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Lanctot, 

Lapointe, and McAree. 

Votes in Opposition of the Motion: Councillor Chauvet. 

- MOTION CARRIED.

Canada Cultural 

Spaces Fund: 

The Chief Administrative Officer advised that Administration has requested a motion 

of support for a grant to fund specialized theatre equipment at the Culture & Events 

Centre and introduced the Manager of Recreation, Arts, and Culture who provided 

details of the grant application. 

25-305      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council approve submission of a grant application to the Canada Cultural 

Spaces Fund for specialized theatre equipment. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Roadway Markings: The Chief Administrative Officer stated that an email had been received from a local 

youth, learning to drive, inquiring about roadway markings, and introduced the 

Director of Infrastructure.  The Director reviewed Town practices for roadway 

markings. 

25-306      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council accept the information on roadway markings as information and 

respond to the resident with an outline of the Town’s practices. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Land Use Bylaw 

1577-5: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that further to review from the Policies and 

Priorities Committee, the Land Use Bylaw was being brought forward for 

amendments pursuant to changes in provincial legislation and introduced the 

Director of Planning and Development.  The Director advised that as the proposed 

changes to the bylaw are technical in nature, a public hearing was not required.  
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25-307      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

That Bylaw 1577-5 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

25-308      Moved by Councillor Baker 

That Bylaw 1577-5 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

25-309  Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1577-5. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

25-310      Moved by Councillor McAree 

That Bylaw 1577-5 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting recessed.  Time 4:42pm. 

The meeting reconvened.  Time:  4:43pm. 

Development 

Permit Application 

25-125:

The Chief Administrative Officer indicated that an application to extend the 

operating season of Sagitawah RV Park had been received in early September and 

introduced the Director of Planning and Development.  The Director advised that as 

the property is in a Direct Control, Council is the Development Authority.  And that 

Administration was recommending a one-year exemption, to ensure that outstanding 

permit conditions were met.  The Applicant indicated that he would like to pursue a 

five-year exemption once all permit conditions have been met. 

25-311      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council approve Application 25-125 for a one-year exemption to the Park 

operating season, allowing the Park to operate year round from October 16, 2025 to 

May 14, 2026; after which time the park would revert to operating between May 15 

to October 15 each year; subject to the following conditions: 

1. All conditions of the original development permit 91-156 continue to apply.

2. Sites 75, 76, 77, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, and 101 must

remain decommissioned and identified as such with a physical barrier and cannot

be utilized for RVs or tents without the issuance of a permit to recommission them.

3. The Property Owner shall relocate the log from the access road in the north east

corner to a new location that still identifies the deactivated sites, but also allows

emergency vehicles a clear line of access that meets the minimum requirements

of the Building and Fire codes.

4. The Property Owner shall work with the Fire Department to maintain access for

emergency vehicles throughout the winter.

5. The Property Owner shall obtain all required permits under Fire Services Bylaw

1582 for all fire pits within the RV Park.

6. The property owner shall clean up all construction materials and debris from the

Town’s Environmental Reserve (ER) lot and shall ensure that the area remains

free of any equipment, vehicles, or other materials.

7. The Property Owner shall ensure that patrons do not stay longer than 60 days,

and shall, upon request, provide the Town with access to records related to the

rental of the sites including durations of stay.
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8. The Property Owner shall not allow patrons to construct any type of permanent

or semi-permanent affixed structure or affixed development, such as, patio, deck,

pavilion, pergola, screening, fence, etc. within the RV Park Sites.

9. Upon notification by the Town, the Property Owner shall be responsible for

promptly evacuating all patrons and visitors, and for promptly removing any and

all products and/or items that may pose an environmental contaminant risk to

land and water in the event of high water.

10. The Property Owner shall be responsible for keeping their property vacant and

secured for the duration of all evacuations.

11. The Property Owner is responsible for compliance with the terms and conditions

of all Federal, Provincial, and other Municipal Bylaw requirements that pertain

to this development.

12. Future applications for temporary winter operations shall be received prior to the

expiration of the current operating permit.

13. This temporary permit expires on May 14, 2026.

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

2026 Special 

Budget Meeting: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that due to a scheduling conflict, 

Administration has requested that the Special Budget Meeting be rescheduled to 

October 7. 

25-312      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

That Council re-schedule the Special Meeting of Council from October 1, 2025 to 

October 7, 2025 at 4:00pm to discuss the 2026 Budget. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Personnel Policy 

Manual 

Amendments: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that further to review by the Policies and 

Priorities Committee, Administration was bringing forward amendments to the 

Personnel Policy Manual and introduced the Director of Corporate Services.  The 

Director stated that clarifications were made to the manual following the Policies and 

Priorities Committee meeting. 

25-313      Moved by Councillor Baker 

That Council accept the recommendation of the Policies and Priorities Committee and 

approve the proposed Personnel Policy Manual as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Council 

Committees 

Evaluation: 

The Chief Administrative Officer noted that further to review by the Policies and 

Priorities Committee, Administration was bringing forward amendments to the 

Council Committees Bylaw and Policy 11-003 – Governance and Appointments of 

Council Committees, Ad Hoc Committees, and External Committees. 

25-314  Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

That Council accept the recommendation of the Policies and Priorities Committee and 

approve Policy 11-003 – Governance and Appointments of Council Committees, Ad 

Hoc Committees, and External Committees as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

25-315      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Bylaw 1570-4 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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25-316      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Bylaw 1570-4 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-317       Moved by Councillor McAree 

  

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1570-4. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-318      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

  

That Bylaw 1570-4 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Procedure Bylaw 

1585: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer stated that the Policies and Priorities Committee, 

reviewed the Procedure Bylaw and introduced the Legislative Manager.  The 

Manager advised that the Province required removal of all references to Code of 

Conduct. 

 

25-319      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

  

That Bylaw 1585 be given first reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-320      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

  

That Bylaw 1585 be given second reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-321       Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

  

That Council proceed to third and final reading of Bylaw 1585. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-322      Moved by Councillor Baker 

  

That Bylaw 1585 be given third and final reading. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Town of Whitecourt 

Policy Manual 

Review: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer noted that further to review by the Policies and 

Priorities Committee, Administration was bringing forward amendments to the 

Policy Manual. 

 

 25-323      Moved by Councillor Baker  

  

That Council accept the recommendation of the Policies and Priorities Committee and 

approve the proposed Policy Manual as presented. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Council Workshop:  The Chief Administrative Officer advised that pursuant to changes in provincial 

legislation regarding Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks, Administration 

proposed a workshop be scheduled to provide information on how the proposed 

changes would impact the community. 
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25-324      Moved by Councillor Chauvet  

  

That Council schedule a Council Workshop on Monday, September 29, 2025, at 

1:00pm. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Whitecourt Fire 

Department 

Awards Night: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer stated that invitations to the Annual Fire 

Department Awards Night had been extended by the Fire Department. 

 

25-325      Moved by Councillor Lanctot  

  

That Council Members be authorized to attend the Whitecourt Fire Department 

Awards Night on November 1, 2025. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Request for Street 

Closure – Santa 

Claus Parade: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer advised that a request for street closures had been 

received from the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce for the annual Santa 

Claus Parade on November 15. 

 

25-326      Moved by Councillor Chauvet  

 

That Council approve the following closures for the annual Santa Claus Parade on 

Saturday, November 15, 2025, as follows: 

 Streets as per the approved and alternate parade route between 5:15 – 6:45pm, 

per Policy 31-005 Parade/Procession/ Demonstration/Events; and 

 51 Street at the entrance to Festival Park and the Festival Park parking lot 

between the hours of 4:00 – 7:00pm; and 

 The 52 Avenue Parking Lot from 5:15 – 8:00pm; and 

 The use of the Town fire pit at the 52 Avenue Parking Lot. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

25-327      Moved by Councillor Lanctot  

 

That Council Members be authorized to attend the Whitecourt & District Chamber 

of Commerce Annual Santa Claus Parade on November 15, 2025. 

 

Votes in Favour of the Motion:  Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Lanctot, 

Lapointe, and McAree. 

 

Votes in Opposition of the Motion: Councillor Chauvet.  

- MOTION CARRIED. 

   

Request for Street 

Closure – 

Christmas is for 

Kids: 

 The Chief Administrative Officer indicated that the Chamber of Commerce is hosting 

Christmas is for Kids in the downtown on November 29 and had requested the use of 

the 52 Avenue Parking Lot and use of the Town fire pit. 

 

25-328      Moved by Councillor Lanctot  

 

That Council approve the closure of the 52 Avenue parking lot on November 29, 2025, 

from 11:00am to 3:00pm, and authorize the use of the Town fire pit and wood. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Councillor Reports:   Councillor Chauvet noted that he attended the Fire Department Swearing In 

Ceremony and the Rotary Club Peace Pole Unveiling. 

 

Councillor Baker noted that she attended the Fire Department Swearing In 

Ceremony, the Rotary Club Peace Pole Unveiling, and a FireSmart Working Group 

meeting. 
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Councillor McAree stated that he attended a Protective Services Committee.   

 

Councillor Lanctot advised that he attended the Fire Department Swearing In 

Ceremony, the Rotary Club Peace Pole Unveiling, a meeting for the Protective 

Services Committee, and an Economic Development Committee Planning Session. 

 

Councillor Lapointe reported that she attended the Fire Department Swearing In 

Ceremony, the Rotary Club Peace Pole Unveiling and a Youth Advisory Committee 

meeting. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schlosser noted that he attended the Fire Department Swearing In 

Ceremony, the Rotary Club Peace Pole Unveiling, the Youth Advisory Committee 

meeting, and made several National Coaches’ Week presentations. 

 

25-329    Moved by Councillor Lanctot  

 

That Council accept the Councillor Reports as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Items of 

Information: 

 25-330      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That the following items be accepted as information: 

a) Town Accounts – Cheques 94059 – 94233; 

b) September 2025 Strategic Plan Project List; 

c) Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. September 9 – Town Council Update; 

d) Mayor’s Calendar; and, 

e) Council Calendar. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

  The meeting recessed.  Time:  5:19pm. 

 

The meeting reconvened.  Time:  5:24pm. 

 

25-331      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That Council go into Closed Meeting to discuss Whitecourt Mountain Bike 

Association per Sections 19 and 30 of the Access to Information Act. Time: 5:25pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-332      Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That Council revert to Regular Meeting.  Time: 5:48pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Whitecourt 

Mountain Bike 

Association: 

 25-333      Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council approve a request from the Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association to 

utilize the $150,000 matching contribution for the road access and parking, and any 

remaining funds to be used for the skills park and trail development on a 50/50 

matching basis. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Adjournment:  25-334      Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

 

That the Regular Meeting of Council be adjourned. Time: 5:50pm. 

 

      - CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                                                                             Mayor  

 

 

            ___________________________________ 

                                                                             Chief Administrative Officer 
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Present: Mayor Pickard, Deputy Mayor Schlosser; Councillors Baker, Chauvet, Lanctot, 

Lapointe, and McAree; Chief Administrative Officer Smyl; and Recording Secretary 

Spivak. 

Call to Order: The Meeting was called to order at 4:00pm; Mayor Pickard presiding. 

2026 Budget Public 

Input: 

The Chief Administrative Officer advised that feedback had been received from the 

community pertaining to the 2026 Budget. 

25-335    Moved by Councillor Chauvet

That Council accept the 2026 Budget Public Input as information: 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

2026 Budget -  

Preliminary Budget 

Part 1: 

The Chief Administrative Officer discussed the budget development process, and 

introduced the Director of Corporate Services to provide details on the 2026 

Preliminary Budget. 

Councillor Lanctot arrived at the meeting.  Time:  4:24pm. 

Council reviewed the department outlooks and proposed projects. 

The meeting recessed.  Time:  5:07pm. 

The meeting reconvened.  Time:  5:26pm. 

25-336     Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council accept the 2026 Preliminary Budget as information. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

2026 Budget – 

Power Franchise 

Fee: 

The Chief Administrative Officer advised that Council must confirm the power 

franchise rate and introduced the Director of Corporate Services.  The Director 

reviewed the proposed rate of 7.09%, noting that the rate continues to be lower than 

comparable municipalities. 

25-337    Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

That Council approve an increase to the franchise fee rate for 2026 to 7.09% as the 

Power Franchise Fee Rate as of January 1, 2026. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

2026 Budget – Gas 

Franchise Fee: 

The Chief Administrative Officer advised that Council must confirm the gas franchise 

rate and introduced the Director of Corporate Services.  The Director reviewed the 

rates, noting that Administration recommends no change to the Gas Franchise Fee 

for 2026.  

25-338    Moved by Deputy Mayor Schlosser 

That Council accept the 2026 Budget Gas Franchise Fee as information. 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

of the Town of Whitecourt 
held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at the Forest Interpretive Centre 
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2026 Preliminary 

Budget – Part 2 

(Closed Meeting): 

 25-339     Moved by Councillor Lapointe 

 

That the Regular Meeting of Council go into Closed Meeting for 2026 Preliminary 

Budget per Sections 19, 20, 26, and 30 of the Access to Information (ATIA) Act.  Time:  

6:18pm.   

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

25-340     Moved by Councillor McAree 

 

That Council revert to the Special Meeting.  Time:  7:05pm. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

  25-341     Moved by Councillor Lanctot 

 

That Council accept the 2025 Preliminary Budget – Part 2 as information. 

 

- CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

   

Adjournment:  25-342       Moved by Councillor Chauvet 

 

That the Special Meeting of Council be adjourned. Time:  7:06pm. 

 

      - CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                                                                             Mayor  

 

 

            ___________________________________ 

                                                                             Chief Administrative Officer 
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Public Input Session: Terms of Reference 

The purpose of the Public Input Session is to provide a venue that allows community 
members the opportunity to voice opinions and to bring attention to pertinent local 
issues.  Council may ask for clarification regarding matters presented by 
public members; however, this session is not intended as a forum for debate.   

1. Members of the public wishing to address Council are asked to complete the sign-up 
sheet available at the delegation table with their name, address, and topic they will 
be addressing.

2. The public member shall begin comments by stating their name.

3. Public members shall direct comments to the Chair.

4. Each public member shall have 2 minutes to speak at a maximum; however, the 
Mayor may reduce or increase time allotments per speaker depending on the 
number of public members wishing to speak at each meeting.

5. Public members are not permitted to discuss matters that include personnel, legal 
matters, land issues, or other items included in Sections 19-34 of the Access to 
Information Act.  Items pertaining to a scheduled Public Hearing or appeal will also 
not be permitted for discussion during the Public Input Session, and will be referred 
to the scheduled hearing or appeal.

6. Public members cannot discuss matters that are already included as items on the 
agenda for that meeting unless permission is granted by the Chair.
(a) The Chair will not allow discussion on agenda items that are time sensitive in 

nature, or items that have previously been deferred.
(b) If a public member is permitted to speak on a matter that is an item on that 

meeting agenda, and the presentation provides new information which could 
result in a different course of action, the item will be deferred to a future meeting.

7. Public Input Session issues shall be either:
a. accepted as information,
b. referred to Administration for further information, or
c. deferred for further discussion.

We appreciate your comments and Council thanks you for your input.
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REQUEST FOR DECISION
Date:   
Meeting: 
Originated by: 
Title:  

October 8, 2025 
October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Chelsea Grande, Director of Community Services 
COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD 2026 PRIORITIES REPORT 

PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
A successful Community Services Advisory Board (CSAB) Planning Session was held on April 12, 2025, 
resulting in a beneficial review of existing facilities, programs, services, service levels, and identification of 
several topics/priorities to research/implement or review for 2026 budget consideration and/or the future. 
Items were categorized to align with Council’s new Strategic Priorities and Areas of Focus with the goal of 
assisting Council in achieving their strategic priorities. 

Ahead of the Session, members of the CSAB complete a Pre-Session Data Collection Exercise where they 
engage with community members. The data from this exercise, along with feedback received by 
Administration throughout the year, is used at the Planning Session to assist the Board in determining the 
CSAB’s priorities and levels of services for the upcoming year, including stopping, continuing, or starting 
services. 

Brigette Moore, the Vice-Chair of the CSAB, will be at the meeting to present the Board’s priorities for 2026. 

REFERENCES: 

• CSAB 2026 Priorities Report – attached

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The CSAB Priorities Report that is created from each year’s Planning Session is used to provide policies 
and service level recommendation, assist with budget preparation, and provide operational suggestions to 
Administration of programming/events/amenities to explore or stop. The CSAB reviews the items and 
progress throughout the year. 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 

COMMENTS: 
N/A 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Community Services Advisory Board 2026 Priorities Report as information. 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director: CAO: 

14



Community Services
Advisory Board

2026 Priorities
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Council Priorities

Economic Health

Livability

Organizational
Excellence

Governance
Excellence

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 1
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ECONOMIC HEALTH

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 2

We drive economic growth by diversifying
industries, expanding industrial land, supporting
local businesses, and promoting tourism to
create a resilient and sustainable economy.
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ECONOMIC HEALTH
Board Priority Projects

Community Spectrum
Highlighting Whitecourt youth and 
their contributions to our community
on a spotlight page to be featured
in the Community Spectrum.

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 3

Business Retention & Health
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LIVABILITY

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 4

We are committed to enhancing community
wellness and cultural vibrancy by providing
state-of-the-art recreational facilities, fostering
a connected and thriving Whitecourt, enhancing
community safety, and advocating effectively for
improved healthcare services.
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Expanding ‘Adults Only’ section;
Additional tents for inclement

      weather; and,
‘Best Food Truck’ competition. 

LIVABILITY
Board Priority Projects

Teens
Expanding programming for teens 
in the community, and addition of 
resources to target the teen age 
group. 

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 5

Party In The Park 
Enhancements

Community Health/Wellness

Cultural/Recreational 
Vibrancy
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ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 6

We value a positive workplace culture, and work
to ensure long-term sustainability and service
excellence, plan for future growth, and invest in
technology to improve efficiency, and
connectivity.
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ORGANIZATIONAL
EXCELLENCE
Board Priority Projects

Biennial Pool Maintenance

Transit Twinkle Tours

Expanding the education and 
information released to the public
about the timing and purpose of
biennial pool maintenance. 

Including more dates for the annual
Transit Twinkle Tours, and offering
specialty tours for seniors in the
community 

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 7

Service Excellence
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GOVERNANCE EXCELLENCE
We value relationships, and will continue to foster
strong regional partnerships, enhance community
engagement, collaborate with neighbours, support
volunteers, and align with other levels of government
to ensure community needs are met.

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 8
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National Volunteer Week
Work in conjunction with Woodlands
County for annual National Volunteer
Week celebrations.

Work in conjunction with Woodlands
County for annual Seniors’ Week
celebrations.

Seniors’ Week

GOVERNANCE
EXCELLENCE
Board Priority Projects

Volunteer Coordinator
Expanding the FCSS Department with
the addition of a Volunteer
Coordinator position to support non-
profit groups in Whitecourt.

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 9

Volunteer/Not-For-Profit

Regional Partnerships
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Items Discussed
Not Deemed As
Board Priorities

CSAB 2026 Priorities | Page 10

Water fountains at the Off Leash Dog Park.
Math & science programming.
Additional adult fitness challenges/activities.
Dog walks during winter at the Allan & Jean Millar
Centre.
Monitoring of outdoor spaces for public usage.
Construction of outdoor Pickleball and Basketball
courts.
Expansion of Public Transit services to Pat Hardy
Elementary School.
Support for community groups that want to host
hockey game watch parties.
Renovations to the women’s change room in the
McLeod Arena.
Open the Pembina Gas Infrastructure Aquatic Centre
early on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays in the
summer.
Extend Dial-A-Bus hours of operation.
Expand after school youth programming in
partnership with surrounding municipalities. 
Youth business mentorship program. 
Swimsuit dryer installation in the pool change rooms. 
Level of diamond maintenance at Graham Acres.
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   October 7, 2025 
Meeting:  October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Courtney Hardman, Family Violence Liaison 
Title:   2025 FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH EVENTS 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The province of Alberta remains the third highest for rates of self-reported spousal violence among 
Canadian provinces. Family Violence Prevention Month encourages our community to come together to 
promote healthy relationships and take action to prevent family violence. Throughout November, the 
Whitecourt Family Violence Initiative (FVI) will host and promote several events and activities designed to 
raise awareness and inspire change, including: 
 
Shine A Light Event - On Friday, November 1, the FVI encourages all Whitecourt residents to turn on their 
outside porch lights, or pick up a purple light-up bracelet, to ‘shine a light’ on issues of family violence and 
to recognize Family Violence Prevention Month. Free bracelets can be picked up for free at Guest Services 
at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre. 
  
Family Violence Business Connect – On Friday, November 7, resources are being coordinated for 
distribution within the community. The resources and packages will provide items for display and to be 
shared in client waiting rooms, cashier check out areas, business reception areas, and for business coffee 
rooms. Resources will include information on local and provincial Family Violence supports, healthy 
relationships, how to support victims of family violence, and a wallet-sized booklet containing 
comprehensive information on the scope of family violence and how to mitigate, process, and leave an 
abusive relationship.  
 
Candlelight Vigil – On Friday, November 14, the event includes a speech on statistics surrounding intimate 
partner violence for Alberta, the importance of recognition for those who have experienced domestic 
violence, and knowledge of local resources that can help those affected by domestic violence. Following 
the speech, attendees will participate in a candlelight walk through the downtown area of Whitecourt held 
in honour of those injured or killed as a result of family violence. 
  
#GoPurpleAB – On Friday, November 21, members of the FVI will distribute purple ribbons and light-up 
purple bracelets at a Wolverines hockey game. This platform will also provide an opportunity for the FVI to 
participate in the game’s puck drop, where bracelets will be illuminated and a moment of silence will be 
held in honour of those injured or killed as a result of family violence. 
 
Awareness Banners – The Family Violence Stakeholders Group will once again be hanging the large 
banner for the duration of the month of November. This banner will be placed on the side of the Allan and 
Jean Millar Centre building. 
 
Beverage Coasters – The FVI will be handing out beverage coasters to local establishments that will 
advertise the provincial line for Family Violence supports, along with a QR code that directs to the FVI’s 
website where all community event initiatives and prevention programs are listed.  
 

REFERENCES: 

• Candlelight Vigil Poster – attached 

• Family Violence Prevention Month Events Poster – attached  
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BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
All events and activities aim to raise awareness about family violence and foster community support in 
remembrance of those who have been injured or lost their lives as a result of it. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 

COMMENTS: 
Family Violence Prevention Month is a time to increase awareness of the resources and supports available 
so we can work together to end family violence and build healthier relationships in our community.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council authorize be authorized to attend the Candlelight Vigil on November 14, 2025, and recognize 
November as Family Violence Prevention Month as per Policy 11-008 – Salutes of Special Days. 
 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:    October 7, 2025 
Meeting:   October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council   
Originated by:  Judy Barney, Director of Corporate Services  
Title:    2026 BUDGET SCHEDULE 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Further to the timelines proposed for the 2026 Budget preparation at Council’s August 20 meeting, 
Administration has some more detailed timelines as follows: 

 
2026 BUDGET SCHEDULE  

September 8 – October 31, 2025 Meetings being held with staff and committees to identify 
2025 initiatives    
 

November 3 - November 21, 2025 Management Budget reviews 
 

TBD Regular Meeting of Council Lac Ste. Anne Foundation Budget Presentation 
 

November 17, 2025 – Policies and 
Priorities Committee Meeting 
 

Library Budget Presentation and other Budget 2026 items 
as required.  
 

November 24 – November 28, 2025 Final management reviews 
 

December 3, 2025 Budget printed 
 

December 5, 2025 Distribution of budget to Council 
 

December 8, 2025 Policies and Priorities 
Committee Meeting 

Landfill Authority Budget Presentation and Water and 
Sewer Annual Rates & Sustainability 
 

December 10, 2025 Special Meeting of 
Council  
 

Review of Budget with Council  
 

December 15, 2025 Regular Meeting of 
Council  
 

Interim Budget Approval  

 
The Interim Budget must be adopted before December 31 to meet the requirements set out in the Municipal 
Government Act and Bylaw 1411 – Adopting Annual Interim Operating Budgets. 
 
Budgeted expenditures for 2026 will proceed as per the approved 2026 Interim Budget.  In early March, the 
final figures for the 2026 assessment roll and the status of grant applications will be available to determine 
the impact on the approved budget.  Also in March, the provincial budget is usually announced, which is 
required before the Province will release the school tax rates to municipalities.  
 
The 2026 Budget will be finalized prior to the Tax Rate Bylaw being approved, which usually occurs in April.  
This will allow Administration time to prepare the details for tax notices which are generally mailed in mid-
May.   
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REFERENCES: 
N/A 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The budget timeline should provide sufficient time for stakeholder input, good analysis, multiple 
presentations, and approval before the start of the budget year.   
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 

COMMENTS: 
If additional meetings are needed, an RFD will be brought forward to Council to determine the time and 
date.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopt the proposed 2025 Budget Schedule as presented; and that Council schedule a Special 
Meeting of Council to discuss the 2025 Budget on December 10, 2025 at 4:00pm. 
 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   October 6, 2025  
Meeting:  October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council    
Originated by:   Krista Spivak, Controller  
Title: TAX SALE RESERVE BID 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
In preparation for the potential sale of property, Council is required to establish a reserve bid on each parcel 
of land to be offered for sale at a public auction and any conditions that apply to the sale as per S. 419 of 
the Municipal Government Act (MGA). Properties under Tax Roll 003186, with tax arrears of $68,317.83 
and Tax Roll 008084, with tax arrears of $163,900.61, will be offered for sale by Public Auction on March 
3, 2026. 
 
Harrison Bowker Valuation Group completed an appraisal for the properties, which was also reviewed by 
the Town Assessor. The appraisal recommends reserve bids of $850,000 and $1,100,000 respectively.  
Administration proposes that the term of sale is cash or certified cheque; with a 10% deposit to accompany 
the auction bid, and the sale transaction completion in 30 days. 
 

REFERENCES: 

• Location Map – attached  

• Harrison Bowker Valuation Group Appraisals 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The Town is proceeding with the tax sale and received an appraisal which was completed by Harrison 
Bowker Valuation Group to ensure the reserve bids are to be set as close as reasonably possible to actual 
market value of the parcel.   
 
The Town will receive full recovery of taxes owed plus any expenses from the sale. Any surplus sale 
proceeds are held in trust and disbursed as per S. 427 of the MGA. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
All costs incurred including appraisal, advertising and auction expenses are charged to the tax role and are 
fully recoverable by the municipality. 
 

COMMENTS: 
These properties have proceeded through the three-year tax recovery process as per legislation under S. 
418(1) of the MGA; each Municipality must offer for sale at a public auction any parcel of the land shown 
on its tax arrears list if the arrears are not paid. 
 
The public auction process and removal of the tax recovery notification can be effected by payment in full 
of the tax arrears at any time up until property is sold. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve reserve bids as follows, with terms of sale being cash or certified cheque, with 10% 
to accompany the auction bid, and the sale transaction to be complete in 30 days. 
 

Roll Legal Description Municipal Address Reserve Bid 
003186 Lot 6 Block 1 Plan 1324870 4720 49 Street $   850,000 

008084 5-12-59-26-NE  $1,100,000 

 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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Roll 008084 & 003186

100 yd
100 m

Scale 1: 4,277

Town of Whitecourt makes no representation or warranties regarding the information contained in
this document, including without limitation, whether said information is accurate or complete.
Persons using this document do so solely at their own risk, and Town of Whitecourt shall have no
liability to such person for any loss or damage whatsoever. This document shall not be copied or
distributed to any person without the express written consent of the Town of Whitecourt. Copyright
Town of Whitecourt. All Rights Reserved.

Town of Whitecourt Date Created: 10/6/2025
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 

Date:   October 6, 2025 
Meeting:  October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant  
Title:   WHITECOURT CURLING CLUB 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
The Whitecourt Curling Club is celebrating its 75th Anniversary in 2025, with a celebratory event 
taking place on the weekend of November 7 – 8.  Events will include a Meet & Greet, open curling 
event, and a dinner and awards night.  A dedicated group of volunteers, along with donations from 
local businesses, began construction of the first Whitecourt Curling Rink in 1948.  In 1977, the Club 
moved to its current location between the Allan & Jean Millar Centre and JDA Place.  The Club has 
requested the Mayor’s attendance at the evening reception on November 8. 
 

REFERENCES 
• Invitation Letter – attached  

• Poster – attached  
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
The Whitecourt Curling Club has been an active community group for over 75 years.  Beginning in 
the early years, residents recognized a need in the community and their work over the years has 
resulted in generations of residents being able to participate in recreational activities.  Recognizing 
the efforts of our local volunteers not only highlights the innumerable hours that go in to sustaining 
an activity and facility, but also gives the Town the chance to thank those volunteers for their efforts. 
 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
2025 Budget 
 

COMMENTS: 
N/A 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Mayor be authorized to attend the Whitecourt Curling Club 75th Anniversary Celebration 
on November 8, 2025, at the Whitecourt Curling Rink. 
 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
 
Date:   October 9, 2025 
 

Meeting:  October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council  
 

Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 

Title:   COUNCILLOR REPORTS   
 
PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 
Council Members report to co-Members regarding issues and decisions made on the various Boards and 
Committees on which they serve.  
 

Councillor Name Committee 
Tara Baker Canfor Public Advisory Committee 

Communities in Bloom 
Community Services Advisory Board (Alternate) 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt FireSmart Working Group 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Regional Forest Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Performing Arts Society 

Paul Chauvet Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee  
Capital Region Assessment Services Commission 
Golden Triangle Trail Partnership Committee 
Lac Ste. Anne Foundation 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Braden Lanctot Canfor Public Advisory Committee (Alternate) 
Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 
Whitecourt & Woodlands Winter Recreation Park Society 

Serena Lapointe Joint Liaison Committee 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (Alternate) 
Whitecourt Library Board 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Community Futures Yellowhead East 
Yellowhead Regional Library 
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Bill McAree Council Compensation Committee 
Emergency Advisory Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission (Alternate) 
Protective Services Committee 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority (Alt.) 
Youth Advisory Committee (Alternate) 

Tom Pickard Council Compensation Committee 
Economic Development Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Protective Services Committee 
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Chamber of Commerce Liaison/Board of Directors 
Northern Alberta Elected Officials Caucus 
Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Caucus 
Whitecourt Airport Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Business Support Network 
Whitecourt & District Health Partnership Team 
Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority 

Derek Schlosser Community Services Advisory Board 
Health Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee 
Joint Liaison Committee 
Municipal Planning Commission 
Youth Advisory Committee  
Ad Hoc Culture & Events Centre Partnership/Sponsorship Comm. 
Ad Hoc MDP/LUB Review Advisory Committee 
Whitecourt Heritage Society 

 

 

REFERENCES: 
• Whitecourt Community Foundation – December 12, 2024; 

• Whitecourt Library Board – March 18, April 15, 2025; 

• Whitecourt Regional Solid Waste Management Authority – June 18, 2025; 
 

BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES AND OPTIONS: 
Council Members keep other Members up to date on all aspects of Town business and dealings. 

 

COST AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 

COMMENTS: 
N/A 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Councillor Reports item as information. 
 

APPROVAL: 
Department Director:     CAO: 
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REQUEST FOR DECISION 
Date:   October 9, 2025 
Meeting:  October 14, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council 
Originated by:  Wendy Grimstad-Davidson, Executive Assistant 
Title:   ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 

PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND: 

The following items are included in the October 14, 2025 Council package as information items: 

a. Town Accounts – Cheques 94234 – 94441 (Council Members to contact the Director of 
Corporate Services prior to Regular Meeting with any questions regarding Town accounts); 

b. September 29 Letter to Resident re Line Painting; 
c. September 29 Letter to C. Becker re Blueberry Drive Speed and Traffic Volume; 
d. September 29 Letter to S. Bruneau re Blueberry Drive Speed and Traffic Volume; 
e. September 29 Letter to L. Connell re Virginia Drive Parking Concerns; 
f. September 29 Letter to Whitecourt Indigenous Friends Society re Truth and Reconciliation; 
g. September 29 Letter to Ministers of Children and Family Services, and Justice re Funding 

for Family Violence Initiatives; 
h. September 29 Letter to Whitecourt Mountain Bike Society re Funding; 
i. September 30 Response from Resident re Line Painting; 
j. Woodlands County List of Official Candidates; 
k. Whitecourt Library 2024 Statement of Receipts and Disbursements; 
l. Town of Whitecourt 2025 Press Releases: 

i. September 19 – Whitecourt Fire Restriction; 
ii. September 22 – Nomination Day; 
iii. September 23 – Nomination Day Update; 
iv. September 23 – Council Update; 
v. September 26 – Truth & Reconciliation Day; 

m. Mayor’s Calendar; and, 
n. Council Calendar. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council accept the Items of Information as information. 
 

APPROVAL: 
 
Department Director:     CAO:      
  
 
 
             

 

50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



1

Wendy Davidson

From: Wendy Davidson
Sent: October 8, 2025 2:53 PM
To: Wendy Davidson
Subject: FW: Response to email regarding road line painting

 
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 5:40 PM 
To: Tara Gallant <taragallant@whitecourt.ca>; Town Council <TownCouncil@whitecourt.ca> 
Subject: Re: Response to email regarding road line painting 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members, 

Re: Road line painting 

Thank you for your response.   

We were able to listen to the council meeting and understand that the current road markings are believed to meet the 
standards of other towns. The budget also determines how many lines can be repainted throughout the year. The town has 
chosen to use more environmentally friendly paints, which unfortunately don’t last as long. With that decision, it should 
have been understood that the lines would need to be repainted more frequently to maintain the same visibility and 
standard as before. 

If lines were repainted before they completely faded, there would be no need to hire specialized companies. We could 
simply repaint over the semi-visible lines ourselves. Roads like 55th Avenue, 47th Street, and 51st Street are good 
examples of where this approach could work. 

I understand the focus is on the primary roads in town. However, if we are saving money by painting on our own, we 
could cover more roads without needing specialized equipment. 

As someone learning to drive, I find it overwhelming to start on the main roads. I prefer to build my confidence on less 
busy streets and work my way up. Clear road markings on these quieter roads are still essential for safe learning and 
driving. 

Thank you, 
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1

Wendy Davidson

From: Tracy Mindus <tracy.mindus@woodlands.ab.ca>
Sent: September 23, 2025 5:27 PM
Subject: OFFICIAL CANDIDATES LIST - 2025 MUNICIPAL ELECTION

OFFICIAL CANDIDATES LIST - 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟓 𝐌𝐔𝐍𝐈𝐂𝐈𝐏𝐀𝐋 𝐄𝐋𝐄𝐂𝐓𝐈𝐎𝐍 
  

Division 1, Anselmo - Dave Kusch - 𝐀𝐜𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐢𝐦𝐞𝐝 
Division 3, Whitecourt Central - Alan Deane - 𝐀𝐜𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐢𝐦𝐞𝐝 
Division 6, Goose Lake/Freeman River - Peter Kuelken - 𝐀𝐜𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐢𝐦𝐞𝐝 
  

The list of candidates for the Woodlands County 2025 Municipal Election is OFFICIAL: 
  
𝐃𝐢𝐯𝐢𝐬𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝟐, 𝐖𝐡𝐢𝐭𝐞𝐜𝐨𝐮𝐫𝐭 𝐖𝐞𝐬𝐭 
- John Michael Burrows 
- Patricia Ray MacNeil 
  

𝐃𝐢𝐯𝐢𝐬𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝟒, 𝐖𝐡𝐢𝐭𝐞𝐜𝐨𝐮𝐫𝐭 𝐄𝐚𝐬𝐭 
- Karen St. Martin 
- Andrew Burgoyne 
- Deb Edney 
- Jeremy James Sergeew 
  

𝐃𝐢𝐯𝐢𝐬𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝟓, 𝐁𝐥𝐮𝐞 𝐑𝐢𝐝𝐠𝐞 
- Jenna Wright 
- Chris Exley 
- Robert William Haydock 
  

𝐃𝐢𝐯𝐢𝐬𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝟕, 𝐅𝐨𝐫𝐭 𝐀𝐬𝐬𝐢𝐧𝐢𝐛𝐨𝐢𝐧𝐞/𝐓𝐢𝐦𝐞𝐮 
- Benny Whitten 
- Dale Kluin 
  

Information on Special Ballots, dates and times for the advance and general vote will be posted on www.woodlands.ca/p/2025-
election. 
  

For more information, please contact: 
Tracy Mindus 
Returning Officer 
780-778-8400 
elections@woodlands.ab.ca 
  
  

 

Tracy Mindus  Legislative & Communications Coordinator 
t 780-778-8400  f 780-778-8402 
PO Box 60, 1 Woodlands Lane 
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3 
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PRESS RELEASE

 SEPTEMBER 19, 2025

FIRE RESTRICTION IN EFFECT FOR WHITECOURT

Whitecourt has issued a FIRE RESTRICTION. This is due to continued warm and dry weather conditions.  A fi re restriction 

occurs when the fi re hazard in the area is high to very high.

• Existing fi re burn permits are cancelled, and new permits will not be issued under this order.

• Under this advisory, backyard fi re pit and campfi res are ONLY permitted in designated fi re pits.  Extreme caution is

advised, and residents should ensure that all fi res are supervised and under control at all times.

The fi re restriction will remain in eff ect until conditions improve or further escalation is required.  For information on fi re      

restrictions and bans throughout the province, visit www.albertafi rebans.ca.

For more information, please contact:

Wendy Grimstad-Davidson
Executive Assistant 
Town of Whitecourt 
wendydavidson@whitecourt.ca
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PRESS RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

2025 MUNICIPAL ELECTION - NOMINATION DAY

The Town of Whitecourt received the following unoffi  cial nominations for the 2025 Municipal Election:

Mayor

 Hilts, Ray

 Schlosser, Derek

Councillor

 Baker, Tara

 Braun, Mike

 Chauvet, Paul

 Geczi, Morgan

 Lanctot, Braden

 Lapointe, Serena

 McAree, Bill

 Moore, Brigette

 Rennie, Jim

 Wynn, Brian

Names are not considered offi  cial until Tuesday, September 23 at 12:00 noon.

Information on special ballots, and dates and times for the advance, institutional and general vote will be posted on        

www.whitecourt.ca/your-town/election.

For more information, please contact:

Marlene Kellier-Pinchbeck Tara Gallant

Returning Offi  cer  Legislative Manager 

780-778-2273 Town of Whitecourt

election@whitecourt.ca 780-778-2273

taragallant@whitecourt.ca
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PRESS RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 23, 2025

2025 MUNICIPAL ELECTION - NOMINATION DAY

The list of candidates for the Town of Whitecourt 2025 Municipal Election is offi  cial.

Mayor

 Hilts, Ray

 Schlosser, Derek

Councillor

 Baker, Tara

 Braun, Mike

 Chauvet, Paul

 Geczi, Morgan

 Lanctot, Braden

 Lapointe, Serena

 McAree, Bill

 Moore, Brigette

 Rennie, Jim

 Wynn, Brian

Information on special ballots, and dates and times for the advance, institutional and general vote will be posted on        

www.whitecourt.ca/your-town/election.

For more information, please contact:

 Marlene Kellier-Pinchbeck  Tara Gallant 

 Returning Offi  cer   Legislative Manager 

 780-778-2273   Town of Whitecourt    

 election@whitecourt.ca  780-778-2273    

     taragallant@whitecourt.ca
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PRESS RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 23, 2025

WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE

Whitecourt will be applying to the Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta for funding for two projects:

• Development of a Wildfi re Resilience Toolkit – This will be targeted to developers, builders and homeowners to promote FireSmart 

principles during permitting and construction phases.  The Toolkit will include educational materials, and facilitated sessions.

• Vegetation Management Program – Funding will be allocated to hire the 2026 FireSmart Summer Crew to promote FireSmart 

principles and complete vegetation management projects in the Centennial Park and Southlands Park area.

A delegation from the Whitecourt/Yubetsu Cultural Exchange presented Council with highlights of their recent trip to Japan.  The          

Whitecourt/Yubetsu Twinning Exchange Program provides residents of both communities the opportunity to immerse themselves in a 

new culture.  

Since 2005, the Government of Alberta has funded the Whitecourt Family Violence Stakeholders group to provide the Family Violence 

Initiative.  It uses best and promising practices to deliver services and supports to prevent and reduce family violence/sexual violence 

and promote safe, healthy, equitable relationships. The supports the Initiative provides, including a court coordination program for      

domestic violence cases and the New Hope program, are unique in Alberta in the way the programs work to provide not only support 

and rehabilitation to the victim, but also to the perpetrator to help end the cycle of family violence.  The Town was recently notifi ed that a 

recent grant request to extend funding for the program was unsuccessful, and that the current funding will expire this month.  Whitecourt 

Town Council has allocated funds from a reserve to continue the program to the end of 2025, and will be advocating to the Province for 

funding so that the program can continue into 2026.

Whitecourt is applying to the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund for funding a portion of the specialized theatre equipment for the Culture 

& Events Centre.  The equipment will enhance the physical, technological, and safety of the Culture & Events, and create the fi rst fully 

equipped performance space of its kind in the region.

Council received a letter from a local youth who is learning to drive about painted road markings throughout the community.   A letter of 

response will be sent to the resident regarding current practices and standards.

The Whitecourt Land Use Bylaw has been amended to be compliant with recent legislative changes to the Election Act.

Council has approved a one-year exemption to Sagitawah RV Park’s operating season, allowing the Park to operate throughout this 

winter season (from October 16, 2025 to May 14, 2026).  This approval is subject to a number of conditions as part of the Development 

Permit approval process.

A Special Meeting of Council to discuss the 2026 Budget has been rescheduled to Tuesday, October 7 at 4:00pm.

Council has adopted a new personnel policy manual.

Whitecourt Town Council is currently recruiting for members on the following Council Committees:

• Communities in Bloom;

• Community Services Advisory Board;

• Economic Development Committee;

• Health Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee;

• Municipal Planning Commission;

• Town of Whitecourt Library Board;

• Youth Advisory Board (deadline to apply to this Board is October 9, 2025).

For details and a copy of the application form visit our website.  The deadline to apply is October 20, 2025.  
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Council has adopted a new Procedure Bylaw that aligns Town meeting processes with recent changes to the Municipal Government 

Act.

Council has scheduled a workshop for September 29 to discuss the impact recent changes to the Municipal Government Act will have 

on Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks.

Council has approved street closures for the Chamber of Commerce Santa Claus Parade on November 15 and the Christmas Is For 

Kids event on November 29.  Details on road closures will be posted closer to the event dates.

Council has approved a request from the Whitecourt Mountain Bike Association to utilize the $150,000 matching contribution for the 

road access and parking, and that any remaining funds be used for the skills park and trail development on a 50/50 matching basis.

For more information, please contact:

Tara Gallant, Legislative Manager

Town of Whitecourt

taragallant@whitecourt.ca
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PRESS RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 26, 2025

WHITECOURT TRANSIT WILL BE RE-ROUTED FOR SEPTEMBER 30
NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH & RECONCILIATION EVENT

Please plan and prepare for re-routing of Whitecourt Transit on Tuesday, September 30. The bus route in the downtown 

area between 10:45am and 12:45pm will be detoured due to a local event marking National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

and Orange Shirt Day.

The Whitecourt Indigenous Friends Society is hosting the event which will start at 10:30am in Festival Park.  The event       

includes a walk that will start in Festival Park at 11:00am, and will proceed along the usual parade route through downtown 

and back to the Park.  Speeches, a bbq and performance are also scheduled until 1:00pm as part of the recognition event.  

Transit users should be aware of the following:

• Between the hours of 10:45am and 12:45pm, the bus will travel its regular route and schedule except for in the down-

town core.  

• There will be no drop off  or pick up at the following stops between 10:45am and 12:45pm on Tuesday, September 30 

due to road closures:

• Bus Stop #3 located at 51 Street near the Home Hardware Building Centre; 

• Bus Stop #4 located at the corner of 51 Street and 51 Avenue;

• Bus Stop #5 located in Festival Park;

• Bus Stop #6 located at the corner of 49 Street and 52 Avenue (Midtown Mall); 

• Bus Stop #23 located at the corner of 48 Street and 50 Avenue; 

• Bus Stop #24 located at the corner of 50 Street and 50 Avenue; 

• Bus Stop #25 located on 51 Street near the 7-11.

Transit users are asked to use other bus stops in the area, including Bus Stops 7, 21, 22 and 26.  A temporary Bus Stop will 

also be set up on 49 Avenue near Canadian Tire (a temporary sign will be posted noting Bus Stop 3A at the pick up/drop off  
location).  Whitecourt Transit appreciates your cooperation and understanding.

Motorists are advised that streets in the downtown area will be closed temporarily from 11:00am to 12 noon for the National 

Day for Truth and Reconciliation event.  

For more information on the event, hosted by the Whitecourt Indigenous Friendship Society, please visit the Society’s         

Facebook page. 

For more information, please contact:

 Tara Gallant, Legislative Manager

 Town of Whitecourt

 taragallant@whitecourt.ca
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1 2025-10-10 11:49 AMTom Pickard

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

September 2025
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2025September 2025

Aug 31 Sep 1 2 3 4 5 6
9:00am Ambassador 

Tour with MP Viersen
(Various locations) - 
Tara Gallant

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30am CRAA Executive 

Bi-Weekly Meeting 
(Microsoft Teams 

4:00pm Council (FIC) - 
Wendy Davidson

3:30pm Virtual MTG w/ 
Community Rail 
Alliance Executive 

6:00pm Chamber of 
Commerce Member 

4:00pm FW: Health 
Professionals 
Attraction & 
Retention Committee
Annual BBQ 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
12:00pm Protective 

Services Regular 
Meeting (Town of 
Whitecourt - Large 
Boardroom) - 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4:00pm Council (FIC) - 

Wendy Davidson

28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4
1:00pm Council 

Workshop (Large 
2:30pm Whitecourt 

Regional Landfill 
3:00pm Whitecourt 

10:30am National Day 
for Truth & 
Reconciliation 
(Festival 
Park/Downtown) - 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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2 2025-10-10 11:49 AMTom Pickard

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2025
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

November 2025October 2025

Sep 28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1:30pm ICF Committee 

Update (Large 
Boardroom) - Tara 

4:00pm Special Meeting
of Council - 2026 

8:30am ICF Meeting 
(Council Chambers - 
Whitecourt) - Tracy 
Mindus

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am CRAA Executive 

Bi-Weekly Meeting 
(Microsoft Teams 

4:00pm Council (FIC) - 
Wendy Davidson

1:00pm Whitecourt 
Regional Landfill 
Q&A (Whitecourt Fire

2:00pm Whitecourt 
Regional Solid Waste 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
1:30pm Canceled: 

Economic 
Development 
Committee Regular 
Meeting (Town Large 

26 27 28 29 30 31 Nov 1

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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1 2025-10-10 11:48 AMWendy Davidson

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

September 2025
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2025September 2025

Aug 31 Sep 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
4:00pm Council Meeting

(FIC)
7:00pm Community 

Services Advisory 
Board (DS) (AJMC 
Board Room)

4:00pm MPC (BL, DS) 5:30pm Coaches Week -
DS (AJMC)

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11:00am Whitecourt Fire

Department Oath 
Ceremony

12:00pm PSC (TP, BL, 
BM)

4:00pm Policies & 
Priorities Committee 
Meeting (Large 

10:30am EDC Planning 
Session (TP, BL) 

12:00pm FireSmart 
Working Group (TB)

4:00pm YAC (SL, DS) 

1:00pm CFYE (SL)

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
1:00pm Rotary Club 

Peace Pole Unveiling 
Ceremony (Festival 
Park)

4:00pm Council Meeting
(FIC)

4:00pm 2026 Budget 
Input Session

1:00pm Lac Ste. Anne 
Foundation (PC) 
(Mayerthorpe)

4:00pm MPC (BL, DS) 1:30pm SVL Birthdays 
(DS)

28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4
2:30pm Landfill (TP, PC, 

BL) (Town Office)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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2 2025-10-10 11:48 AMWendy Davidson

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2025
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

November 2025October 2025

Sep 28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1:30pm ICF Committee 

Update (TP, DS, SL) 
(Town Office)

4:00pm Special Budget 
Meeting (FIC)

8:30am ICF Committee 
Meeting (TP, SL, DS) 

4:00pm MPC (BL, DS)
4:30pm Manor 

Thanksgiving - DS

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
4:00pm Council Meeting

(FIC)
6:00pm Community 

Services Advisory 
Board (DS) (AJMC 

2:00pm WRSMA (TP, PC,
BL)

1:00pm CFYE (SL)

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Chamber Economic 

Forum
1:00pm Ec Dev Forum 

(St. Jo's)

4:00pm MPC (BL, DS) 8:30am Council 
Orientation (FIC 
Classroom)

10:00am Swearing In 
Ceremony (FIC 
Chambers)

26 27 28 29 30 31 Nov 1
8:30am Council 

Orientation (Town 
Office Large Board 

4:00pm Council Meeting
(FIC)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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